
' .1it11it1,.,,", _ _ U1N.U1N.. . l , I J..MJM... .. Ar"MAArMAAMA,.."."... '*akwW.+#
..* MrMMMM.M&AAAA& .*1 H inilfinial-UU- >m... .MiiiM.. . *P .-4or4or- _ >HMwMw(mw'mw'."""*"" woo' I1 mfmmimHifHtH_* * .17"iI.17iI17iI. " l I imMmimam"b-'k"bb'kk"b'k't'.n." - _ .ww_,. >.,.. Sr..,.'-IIIIII-&*:JwAww"JwAwwMt\tcmiin'wspieimMttcmiin'wspieimtcmiinwspieim"\ vm_ ISM4ISM4-

t

'-\'t'-.n.'t't.n.-" .' *.. '\" .'t'.n.M-

.

' ' ...
... -.. . f. .'.

' .
t-

.. .
.
. :.

.
. . : , " ': . . . .. . --M.M.-- . __

. .': : :.. .: ; . "' :. . -: . .
, _. . - . . . :11: :' , .i.i. . , ,, . , . .. ._ ". _ *$:.. <, . .-. . '. . , ' .MT.iMiriMir....."r.r" . . . iff-iff.N.tLNtLZiffNt". ' . .- rv<. . ... !. . . . . . . . . _. . .

.

. . .. .

.

.;.I.1.j..b'jbwKSY.nwKSYnwoks. , *.. *.**. "' .."* ff"ff".,,,. . '."'.''; '. ';' ', '. :. '. '.ie'' '. 'e'e*'. r.r.; '. ( *'. ' -. ,. ". .. .ic.ic. ,..'. . .-'+ . . . . ... . '... . . . . . r, riripriori" , ." ' . . . . . . . .

THE INFIMFINFANTRYA'TRYATRYARTY]
' SCHOOLSCFOOLSCHOOL-

FOURTH
SHOO-

TOUT
SCFOOL-

F
SC H00 LL-

FORT
F-

ORTFOURTHFORTF UR'I'HURIHURI' ' SUCTIONSECTIONSUCTION-
CO

SECTIO-
NC

SUCTIO-
N

SECTIO-
N

S"lOSlOOslo" TIONIONTION-
CO

TOMC-

ODCOC 0.,1I0.1I01It'.L'lItLlItall.'

., .. , 'ilTTsfiEWiltshireT'T'TTTT'' ' 'EE' E "H"H"H"-
FOFT

HF-
OFT

H-
OT

II""H"-
FORT

HF-
ORT

FO-
RT

EllEll-

FORT
M-

ellor
"

FOFTFORTFIFTH BErNIKGBErNINGBeringBurningBE 'NIT"NIT' " G , GUCR5IAGTOrt'GIGTOrtGITortGUCR5IA-

ADVANCED

G ORGIACORGIORGIA-

A.DVANCED

' AA-

ADVANCED

A-

DVANCEDADVANCEDA.DVANCED. CODTR3ECOURSE
1931-1932193119321931-19319319311932tfs-

fjpr

1931193-

2h

-

. .
,

tfsfjpr.# ,,.,, . '

"
s "., .rr

.
':W"Wh>".,;I Jtr'JtrTar'.

... F"F"
JI-I-

OF

O-

F / '

. . .

OP3PATIOKSOPEP.ATIONSOPEPATIONSOPERATIONSOF R . ATIONSACTIONS OF 106thl06th INFA17TRYINFANT'INFANTINFAlFinal TRY
'

Y (27th27th(
, DIVISIONDIVISION-

IN
DIVISIO-

N
)

INrr TEZTHEUTE ATTACK AFTER TKTHE BREAKIIIGBREAKIBREAKINGG OF THETHE-

HIXDENBURG
HE-

ISENBERG
THE-

HIRD
TH-

EIR
,

HIXDENBURGHINDENLUROHINDENBERGINDENTUREHIRDHID NEuRGNeutrogena LINE , OCTOBilROCTOBEROCTOBOCTOBER R 17-31173117-2121- , 1918.19181918-

.Personal

1918-

Personal

1918-

.Personal

1918-

Personal

1918-

.Personal

1918-

Personal

.

( Personal exoerienoeexuerienceexperience of a regimentalregiRegis entaldental liaison officer )

kIk-

i

k-

Captain

C-

aptain

I-

Captain

C-

aptain

"

i

CaptainOaptain GroverGr ve'rverveer' 0.0o.o. CljaverClaver0 aver , InfantryInfantrypM-

ittiiiTi.i

Infantry-

r

Infantry.-

Y

Infantr-

y(r
.
.YY

. . . . ,
. - .

.L..o.. ... . _ . _ . . . , ' , . . _ .
-
.JJ. ;.

"

!,. . .

'
. ..II. ! .:.._ ...... _ , . . _ ..: .i.i. .. :...... - . ._ _ _ . .,.rr. pMittiiiTi.ipMittiiiTii. ;j.j7 . r _ /jj/.1.1/ ...



JW....... ,: ...._.. ...c.--c..acac. .-saa..w1..r.Arrasaaw1r.Arrasaaw1rArra.. -. ... .......... ......JIdII--'II.JIdII'IIII. ;.--.' 1.1..... T [ 'IIIIIIII'VP'bVPbVP' ![ " 'jjm.jjmJimjjm.iprtn' . iprtnLipton. i'-'Ii'i'I'-' OMmiininiComminutingII--Rt..JIItRt..JIItIIRt..JIIt!
,-- . ..ii .40K'40K40K'1ltA40K1ltA.%

' UlfciiJW1l/tA1ltA/ vtvt-

TAIL

v-

ital

flu..*.. . MOM- .. .. .. . .. ...--- . ... .
_

& 1:111111-

:11TAL

1-

11TAL

:

TAILTALTA'L1TAL1TEAL:': *: OF, co00.00CO.l'\CO.l'COlCO.l'l.COllColeCall. .
; rdai'\ w l.l: .

'- :::' s):-)'-------
PASSPA'JEPAJEPAIPAGEAIPAS-

STitle

Pas-

tille
PA'J-

ETitle

PAJ-

ETitle

Pau-

lette
PA-

ITitle

Pr-

attle

'(

Title pagepage.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ( UnnamedUnpa.UnpaUnnaUnpackLuna .

',:'eded' )}

Table of contentcontentecontentscontentedcontente-

Bi

content-

ed

? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ii-

Bibliography

B-

ibliography

i-

Bibliography.Bibliographyoliography.oliographyBibliography.holographyBi . . . iiii-

Marginal

im-

aginable

ii-

M8rMarginalM8rviarvicar: , inalfinal abbreviations usedused-

S

use-

S

. iiiiiiI-

ntroduction
ii ii-

Intro.iuction.

i-

ntroductionIntroductionIntro.iuction.IntroiuctionIntro.iuction.-

Disposition

.: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11-

Terrain

1-

TerrainTerrain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44-

Disposition

4-

DispositionDispositionDis-positionDispositionDais- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55-

Operations

5-

Terrain

OperationsOperations.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66-

Criticism

6-

Lessons

CriticismCriticism. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1717-

Lessons

17-

LessonsLessons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2020-

Conclusion4 ConclusionConclusion. . . 2121-

Questions

21-

Criticism.

21-

Criticism

Questions andend answersanswerS . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2323-

aP3

23-

h

23-

ifif;aP3aP3-

Special

h AP S3S-

S

3-

SpecialSpecialecia1S i'lapilapA2'apA2aplap': P No 1 - 27th Division at Selle-
River

Sele-
ctive

Selle-
River

Sele-
ctive

SelleSellSelle-
River

Sele-
ctiveRiver , OctoberOctobOctobdrr 17-201720- ,

1918 . . . . . . . . . 0 2525-

i

25-

1-i-i-1-1- i-

c.

1-

II

-
\

!

II jj-

JW



BIBLIOGRAPHYBIBLIOCrEAPHYBLI0&RAPHBLI0RAPHBI & YY-

O'Ryan

Y-

ORyan

O-

ran
- -- -----

O'RyanORyanRyan' , J.J. F.FF-

.Major
F-

.Major
F-

.Major
. "StoryStory" of the 27th Division.Division. "

Major General I/ Published by WynhoopWynhoop--HallenbeckWynhoopHallenbeck'Nynhoop--Hallenbeck'NynhoopNynhoopHelleneWynhoopHallenbeck-
Crawford

'NynhoopHallenbeck-
Crawford

NynhoopHallenbeck-
Crawford

' --HallenbeckHelleneHallenbeck-
CrawfordI{ Crawford Company , 1921.19211921-

.Accurate

1921-

Accurate

1921-

.Accurate

1921-

Accurate

1921-

.Accurate

1921-

Accurate

.

Accurate as to orders and reoorts.reoortsreports.reports. AA-

little
L-

ittle
A-

little
L-

ittle
A-

little
L-

ittlelittle natural bias but on thethe whole aa-

fairly
a-

ffair
a-

fa.
A-

lfa
a-

fairly
a-

ffairfairlyfa.fa. i r 1 y accurateac c ur ate narrative.narrativenaxra.tive.naxrativennaxra.tive.-

Montgomery

narrative.-

Montgomery

narr-
ative

ax r a.a. t i ve .

Montgomery , Archibald , "StoryStory" of the FourthFour th Army.Army. "

Sir , MajorY jorjour General I1I-
I

/ Publisher : HodderOdder and StoughtonStou'htonStouhtonStouyhtonSoughtTouchtone',?: ,
I undated.undatedundated.-

Not

undat-
ed

.

Notriot sufficient research therein by me toto-
express

te-
mptress

to-
express

te-
mptress

to-
express

te-
mptressexpress opinion.opinion. Particular dates rere-
ferring

re-rere-
ferring

re-
ferring

¬-
ferringferrying to this operation inaccurate inin-
part.

im-

part
in-

par
im-

pair
in-

part.
im-

partpart.partpart.-

II

partiti-

on

par t .

II ArmyArmy-

Ward

Farm-

yard

"ReportReport" on Operations II ArmyArmy-
Corps.

Ar-mco
Army-

Corps.
Ar-mco
Army-

Corps.
Ar-mcoCorps.Corps. " Mimeographed , December 18 ,

1913.19131918.19181913-

.Accurate

1913-

Accurate

1918-

.Accurate

1918-

Accurate

1918-

.Accurate

1918-

Accurate

.

Accurate in reports , orders , and narrative.narrativenarrative.-

"Personal

narrative-

Personal

narr-
ative

narrative.-

Ward

narrat-

ive

narrative.-

Ward

narrat-

ive

.

Ward , General "PersonalPersonalII" Memoirs.Memoirs . " Major GeneralGeneral-
Ward

Gene-
ral

General-
Vard

Gene-
ral

General-
Ward

Gene-
ralWard\VardVard\ , commanding officer 106thl06th106th-
Infantry

,/Infantry duringduriuri g period of thisthis-
operation.

this-
operation.

this-
operation.operation.operationoperation.-

Of

operatio-

n
.

Of great assistance to me in refreshingrefreshingm-
emory refres-hing

refreshingm-
emory refres-hing

refreshingm-
emory refres-hingmemory as to details and personalities.personalitiespersonalities.-

The

personaliti-

es

.

The list of books issued with the monograph instructions waswas-
read.

war-
head

was-
read.

war-
head

was-
read.

war-
headread.read. However , none of them give the necessary details asas-

to
As-

ton
as-

to
As-

ton
as-

to
As-

tonto small unit activities.activities .

-11-11-11-

BIBLIOCrEAPHY

11-

BI

-



-' '' ' .. - . .. .-- . . - . . .- . . .. . . . ." . .

. . . . . . . . V.V. _"-V."M'-"M'"M'M' " '' '

".

!JRGINALREGINALD, _ITMftT.ITMftTIMF_ . _ABAAPttpTCVIATIONSEEVIATIONSAppreciationsDEVIATIONSEVIATIOISDEVIATIONISM USEDUSE-

DStory

Sens-

atory

USED-

o

USE-

D

USE-

D"Story

USE-

DStory

Sen-

satoryO'RyanORyan'RyanRyanO'Ryan-

Montgomery

ORyan-

Montgomery

o4 'Ryan-

t

Ryan-

t

Ran-

t

'Ryan-

Montgomery

Ryan-

Montgomery

' Story"Story" of the 37th27th Division"DivisionDivision"-

"Story

Division-

Story

Divis-

ions

Division"-

Montgomery

DivisionM-

ontgomery

Div-
ision

Division"-

"Story

Division-

Story

Divis-

ions

"

MontgomeryMontgomer-

yII

Montgomer-

yI

Montgome-

ry

"StoryStoryIt" of the Fourth Army11Army"ArmyArmy1-

1"Report

Army-

11Report

AArmy-

""Report

Arm-

yReport

'my"my'my-

"II

my-

II

mi-

di

' "

III I ArmyjrmyJeremyArmy-

Ward

Farm-

yard

Army-

Ward

Farm-

yard

; "ReportReport" on Operations II Army Corps"CorpsOorps"OorpsOopsCorps"-

Hpersonal

Corps-

Hpersonal

Wor-

shipers

Oorps-

"lard

Oorps-

lard

Loril-

lard

Corps-

""Personal

Corps-

Personal

Co-
ppers

"

WardlardWard-

I

War-

d

Hpersonal"PersonalPersonal" Memoirs"MemoirsMemoirs".-

v

Memoirs-

v

Memoirs"-

It

Memoirs-

It

Memoir-

s

MemoirI-

st

"

t

I

,

. '. ' - ' " " .. .
. .7'7':"

" ' " - -

It ,
; ; ' ; ,

: ' ? + It r
'

.tiipYtiipYtipsy. :'

G ,
CO 4Nw'4Nw, ' ' NVXNV

*AWI-rvnAWIrvnWIrn,-, :. ies7w'ies7w, ' wr7rwrw-wr7 .x.x. .

.
;,'aa'

n
.!#' ' V , , , b 11N

:rt ti . ttl..a. '. ;.

> t f '{ 1 3 ""bowbow , '
, > r ! .KlKl. LM6s'ILM6sI', HA 7SVKwMdM

V ? to 4 . . , d'd', . . J +.
, f r r . .4.4.4. . ,

,

it
{ w .

.
- " y i: ' >. . . , M - rnrrr 'II' >

, ' - - , ,VZ ?rW :
-VKSKS-

>iulil ;
> *S -.v-.v-. - , - - - . - Jt&WWJtWW& ?

.; '. , , vw/iiu'/JHsW-vwiiu'iiuJHsWiiJohnsvwiiu'JHsWv-

u.
vwiiuJHsW-

vu

/ '/ - , *
'

. . ' ' , ' . '
. .) , .S ' . '- " ' - '

. .
'

. f 3S ! iafjrafro ' ' . . . .
-

, p ' '*; v-u.vu.- ->: . # ft 'si'-'ii..iateJS'.y-'si'si'ii..iateJS'.yiiiateJSy- ; : '. . ;' - ." . . . ".
'"' > !i . lfllf tt'jttjtatrS% Riinin7+:} + ' ' ." j .2i'Jte&aaj.2iJteaaj2iJteaaj& ' ,-

i
I ? iffgfinfmwifY x t1x0lVlXb'Yrt1x0lVlXbYr ' +* r{ . . .

' kI| iV .
!

i
: iw vi4r 'i.--'i.i.

r jp? yL) > u ji75.iitw . .i.-.Sw'fi.i..Sw'fiSwfiSwig' .'- '. 'rr', i o
"

k ,
* ''- ; '' ' - :-

" " 1"1" ' '

.
' ' "

.
""

.

' ' ' ' ' ' " ' '- ' " ' 'V'7V7 *
' ' ' ' '- ' ' ' ' * 1'1 '5 ' * ' ' ' - '

! S r | feafear
- -

" " " ; ' " " '



INTRODUCTIONTTRODUCTIONATTRIBUTIONINTRODUCTIO-

NThis

Introduct-

ion

I

l
This isi s an attempta.ttempt. at.revivalatrevivaltrivialatAreviva.latArevivalautarkicalat . revival. of personalpersonal-

impressions

perso-
nalities

personal-

impressions

perso-
nalities

personal-

impressions

perso-
nalitiesimpressions gained on the occasions herein described.describeddescribed.-

However

descr-
ibed

described.-

However

descr-
ibed

described.-

However

descr-
ibed

.

However , because these are dug from a memory dimmeddimneddirneddineddimmed-

by

dimm-

ed

dimned-

by

dimm-

ed

dirned-

by

dine-
dby time , this memory.emoryemory. finds itself at variance withwith-

thoughts

with-

thoughts

with-

thoughtsthoughts expressed by authoritativea.uthoriauthoriauthor. ta.titatitai. ve sources.sources. EveryEver-

yeffort
Ev-

ery
Ever-

yeffort
Ev-

ery
Ever-

yeffort
Ev-

eryeffort has been made to reconcile such situations ,

it is hoped , without distortion of fact.fact. So thatthat-

this
hea-

ths
that-

this
hea-

ths
that-

this
hea-

thsthis will not be a most disconnected narrative , itit-

appears

t-
apers

it-

appears

t-
apers

it-

appears

t-
apersappears necessary that we go backba.okbaokbook. to a time justjust-

previous

just-

previous

just-

previousprevious to the events around which this is written.writtenwritten.-

The

writt-
en

.

The 27th Division , of which the unitsunits-

mentioned

pun-

ishment
units-

mentioned

pun-

ishment
units-

mentioned

pun-

ishmentmentioned herein were a part , along with the 30th30th-

Division

30th-

Division

30th-

DivisionDivision formed the II American Corps attached to thethe-

British

He-

braists

the-

British

He-

braists

the-

British

He-

braistsBritish Fourth Army.ArmyArmy.-

We

Ar-
my

.

We make our introduction to the 27th DivisionDivision-

in

Divisio-

nin the middle of October , perhaps the most crucialcrucial-

period

cru-
cial

crucial-

period

cru-
cial

crucial-

period

cru-
cialperiod in the history of the division.division. About twotwo-

veeks

tw-

eezes

two-

weeks

tw-

eezes

two-

weeks

tw-

eezesveeksweeks previous , September 27th to October 1st , theythey-

had

th-
ey

they-

had

th-
ey

they-

had

th-
eyhad taken a major role in the attack on the HindenburgHindenbergHindenburg-

Line

Hindenb-
ergLine in the vicinityv1a1n1ty of Bony.Bony. An idea of the deterdeter-deter-

mination

deter-

mination

deter-

mination

¬-

minationinaction of the attackattaok and desperateness of thethe-

defense

thr-

eadfin

the-

defense

thr-

eadfin

the-

defense

thr-

eadfindefense canoanDoan best be understoodund rstoodstood when it is noted thatthat-

as

that-

a8

thet-

asasa8 the result of this operation , October 1stlet , saw thethe-

division

tel-

evision

the-

division

tel-

evisiony(1)1( ) OperationsOperations-
Report
Operat-
ions

' division strength at 14,500.14500.14500, . (1)1(1)-

After
1-

After

(1)-
Report

1R-
eport

(1)-

After
1-

After

( )

Report 37th27th37th-
Div.

37th-
Div

27th-
Div.

27th-
Div

27th-
Div.

27th-
DivDiv.Div. Oct.Oct. 1 ; AfterAfte , a short period for reorganization andand-

rest

An-

dreas

and-
o

and-

rest

An-

dreas
O'RyanORyan'RyanRyano ' ,

. P 814 , rest they went into position on October 6th , when thethe-

II

Hei-

di

the-
Vol

Th-
eo

the-

II

Hei-

di
VOleVolVol.Viole. II.III I .

II American Corps relieved the Australians with thethe-

30th

the-

30th

the-

30th30th AmericanAmerioan DivisionD1v1 1on in advance and the 27th DivisionDivision-

in

Divisio-

nin support.support.
.
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Since

I-

nsincere

.a"MtaMeta...>gBp.Bp.>*... . . . . . . - . . , . .

Since the relief of the G7th7th DiviDivDiDivisionsionscion onon-

October

m-

onotone

on-

October

m-

onotone

on-

October

m-

onotoneOctober 1stlstlast , by the Australian Corps , thistbietie latterlatterc-

orps
attrac-

tors
latterc-

orps
attrac-

tors
latterc-

orps
attrac-

torscorps hasha.s. advanced the line steadily eastward.eastward . TheThe-

30th

The-

30th

The-

30th30th Division took over and by a series of actionsactioaction ! ,

hadVbyheavyhadhad"byhadbyhandy, \"by"byby\"byby" October-cc
-

'oo
'

e;
" "

10thj10th'oo
'

"adad"
advancedd-ddthdoth

-

, thethth'ithithin-'i'ii- '

line
-

-tt-tthnthto
'
---t-hth---

the
- " -

westwest-

bank

wet-

back

west-

bank

wet-

back

st----

bank of the Le SelleSell River , gaining the westerlywesterly-
s

westerl-
y

westerly-

outskirts
wes-

terly s-ss-
outskirts

o-
utskirts "

,.- .
. .'

outskirts of VauxAux AndignyBandingAndiAnd Y.Y,.. , (\La HaieHaines Lenneresse"andLenneresseandSlendernessMenMenneresse"aidMenneresseaidManageresses! s e"ee"RdeRdherd
" "" Rd/ .

. . .-.- ,
. - - .- , . - . , . ..- - _-(2)2( ) O'RyanORyanRyan' ,

," St.St. Souplet.SoupletCoupletSoupI e.e.

.... . ' (2)2(2)-
p

2-
p

(22( )

p 3453 45
On the night of October 11-13111311-1212- , a relief waswa-

seffected

as-

afetida
wa-

seffected

as-

afetida.
.. .. .

. effected.effected , placing the 27th Division in the frontfront-
i

fron-
t

front-

lines
fron-

tline
, fi
, " *

7JJ
I /('ff'-

fJ

f-

J

''/
<-_'/' lines between the towns of St.St. Benin ( exclusiveexelexcel usiui ve ) toto-

A

toa-

d
to-

Taux

th-

orax
\:A:\ ' "ijij"

'

, J
-
}

-
JSTauxStraus)TauxAux[aux AndignyBanding ( inclusive ) , aa.. front of about 11,0001100011,000-

yards.

11000-

yards

11,000-

yards.

11000-

yards

,
" "./ yards.yards. This included , in addition to the 30th30th-

r
30th-

V'
30th-

V
30th-

Division
,rV'VV'-

f
V-

f
vf-

l"
v-

fl
f-l

'"

f\ffl"fl\ " Division sector , a part of the front formerly heldheld-

by

Shel-

by

held-

by

Shel-

by
. .j

.

'
,

,jj.M-

..M.M. . ... .

' by the British 6th Division.DivisionDivision.-

The

Divisi-
on

.
,' /

The next three or four days presents_
. - asa-

trying

t-

rying

a-

trying

t-

rying
,

'/
trying situation , embracing much hard work with littlelittles-

leep
littl-

est
littles-

leep
littl-

est
littles-

leep
littl-

estsleep and less glory.gloryglory.-

A

glor-
y

.

A brief description of the routine of thethe-

106th

the-

l06th

the-

106th106thl06th Infantry , in which the writer commanded thethe-

Headquarters

the-

Headquarters

the-

HeadquartersHeadquarters CompanyCompa4yCo aoyahoy at the time , will , it is believed ,

illustrate conditions and tribulations undergone by9Yby-

the

b-
yte

9Y-

the

by-

the

b-
ytethe other regiments associatedassooiated on this front./Thisfront.Thisfrontfront.Thisr-

egiment

front.A'isfrontAisfrontalsfront.A'isre-

giment

frontAisre-

giment
front.front. / ThisThis-

regiment

Th-

irtieth

'

regiment was in support in front of BusignyBus1gnyBusing occupyingoccupyin-

gposition

occup-
ying

occupyin-

gposition

occup-
ying

occupyin-

gposition

occup-
yingposition on higher ground in a rolling and openopen-

country.

prem-

onitory

open-

country.

prem-

onitory

open-

country.

prem-

onitorycountry.country. Hastily dug trenches constitutes the onlyonly-

protection

only-

'pIotection

only-

pIotection

only-

.protectionprotection'pIotectionpIotection.protection'. against constant strafing , the enemy airair-

observation

ar-

bitration
air-

observation

ar-

bitration:

" observation being quickqui-okquiok- to spot new works beforeb fore theythey-

can

the-

ca
..*;r-berberbenRubents'ts( ' "-;:;: '-nn-;.; " "'""""""' -* , * '* " ; -

r oancanDoan be sufficientlycomouflaged.\sufficientlycomouflaged.sufficientlycomouflaged.Thissufficientlysufficiently'lele t r '(;comouflaged.comouflagedcamouflaged;; a
_

.\ This work , however ,'S < 1 > t =____-ji""J"ji""-

J"must

jiJ-

must
jiu-

jutsu
" ' " *" "

must go on for , with the possibilityp08eib1 1tr of an enemyenemy-

2-2-2- 2-
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counterattackcounter , ttacktack anda.nd. the front-linefrontline- unitsuniZuni ts so weakenedwea.kenedweakene-

dnumerically

wea-
kened

wea.kene-

dnumerically

weakene-

dnumerically

wea-
kened

.

numerically , this ridge line is the logical109'1ca11091ca1lo2ical',
, main lineline-

of

lin-
e

line-

of

lin-
e

line-

of

lin-
eof resistance.resistance. To add, a little1 i ttletitle zest to the occasionocca.sion. ,

some Aussie ( Australian ) artillery from positions onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe reverse slopes were making the world safe forfor-

democracy

for-

democracy

for-

democracydemocracy , all of which was uiostnosthostunionsmost; ! laudable except whenwhen-

the

whet-

her

when-

the

whet-

her

when-

the

whet-

herthe reciprocity came from the BocheBroche , the infantryinfantry-

were
infan-

try(3)3( ) PersonalPersonal-
ExperiencePers-onable
PerPersonal-
ExperiencePers-onable

sonalzonalsonal-
Experience

were included.included. (3)3(3)-

The

3T-

he

(3)-

The

3T-

he

(3)-

The

3T-

he

( )

ExperienceExperience-
General
Experi-enceExperience-
General
Experi-enceExperience-
General
Experi-enceGeneralGeneral-
Ward
Gene-ral
General-
Ward
Gene-ral
General-
Ward
Gene-ral

The town of BusignyBusigTIYBusing , ini which regimentalregimental-

headquarters
regi-

mental
regimental-

headquarters
regi-

mental
regimental-

headquarters
regi-

mental
WardWard-
Memoirs
W-
arden
Ward-
Memo
War-
den
Ward-
Memoirs
W-
ardenMemoirsMemo ir s headquarters was located , aJLsoalso receivedre ei vedvend its dailydaily-

brought

distr-

aught

pQ (/(?
share of shelling and gassing.rgassingrgaSS1ng.gaSS1nggassing.gassing. This ,, is1is'is"'

, many ca.ses-
I

case-
s

ca.ses-

brought

casesca.sescases-

brought

.

I

brought tragedy to the most undeserving.undeserving . LittleLittle-

children

Title-

holder
Little-

children

Title-

holder
11-

childrenchildren , old men , and women were often struck downdow-

nshare

down-

hearted

1"'A1A
"' *,*>.

.

(4)4( ) PersonalPersonal-
ExperiencePers-onable
Personal-
ExperiencePers-onable

while fleeing to covercoverfwhenoverwhelmcoverfwhenoneoverweening(when -oneone-
one of these occurred.occurred. '

), (4)4(4)-

While

4-
While

(4)-

W

4-
W

(4)-
Experience

4E-
xperience

( )

Experience
WhileW ileNile all the above was taking place inin-

this

lit-

chis

in-

this

lit-

chis

in-

this

lit-

chisthis little world of the Regiment , happeningshaPgenings ofof-

greater

to-

gether

of-

grea.ter

of-

greater

to-

gethergreatergrea.ter. importance were being planned.planned. So it waswa-

sthat

ast-

hma

wa-

sthat

ast-

hma

wa-

sthat

ast-

hmathat on October 15th , Field Orders No 63 , 37th27th37th-

Division

27th-

D1'isioll

27th-

D1isioll

27th-

DivisionDivisionD1'\isiollD1'D1isiolldistill'\; , were received which ordered an attack byby-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
ytethe division on October 17th , in conjunction with thethe-

30th

the-

30th

the-

30th30th American Division on its rightrightJ, and thethe.the.XIIItheXIIIthe.XIII-

British

. XIIIXIII-

British

XIII-

BritishBritish CorpsOorpsOops on the left.left. For the purpose of thisthis-

attack
tic-

ktack
this-

attack
tic-

ktack
this-

attack
tic-

ktackattack the division front , which had been reducedreduced-

on

reduc-
ed

./ on the night of October 14th to about 4,2004200, yards ,

(5)5( ) O'RyanORyanRyan0'0' Ryan J,J-

p
was further reduced to 2,0002000, yards.yards. (5)5(5)-

At

5-
At

(5)-

At

5-
At

(5)-
p

5-
p

( )
p 350

At this point , we will bring to a close thisthis-

generalizing

this-

generalizing

this-

generalizinggeneralizing on the activitiesaotivities that brought thethe-

regiments

th-

erein
the-

regiments

th-

erein
the-

regiments

th-

ereinregiments to this present situation.situation. We leave thethe-

regimental

tem-

peramental

the-

regimental

tem-

peramental

the-

regimental

tem-

peramentalregimental commandersoommanders digesting the order on the eveeve-

of

ev-

e
eve-

of

ev-

e
eve-

of

ev-

eof what was to be known as the Battle of the SelleBelleSellSelle-

River.

Sele-

ctive

Selle-

River.

Sele-

ctive

Belle-

River.

Bullt-

errierRiver.River.
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TERRAINTERRAIN-

A

TERRAI-

N

T R.AINRAINR.AIN-

A

RAI-

N

.

A view of the territory over which thisthis-

"battle

this-

battle
this-

battle
this-

battle"battlebattle" was to be fought presented a , most pleasingpleasinpleasingp-

anarama.
plea-

sing
pleasinp-

anararna.

pleasingp-

anarama.
plea-

singpanarama.panaramapanararna.panararnapanoramaplanarian.

The SelleSell River really isi s just a flowinglowingflowing-

creek
flow-

ing
flowing-

creek
flow-

ing
f lowing-

creek
low-

ingcreek , as we understand the name.namen ne.ne. Its width on thisthis-

front

shir-

tfront

this-

front

shir-

tfront

this-

front

shir-

tfrontfront averaged from 20 to 30 feet andand.. its depth aboutabout-

three

both-

ered
about-

three

both-

ered
about-

three

both-

eredthree to four feet , except for occasionalocca.sional. holes.holesholes.-

Lined

shoe-

shine

holes.-

Lined

shoe-

shine

holes.-

Lined

shoe-

shine

.

Lined by trees andand.pandpand,
..bush'tbushtbust. bush '

>, it furnished aa.. placid concon-co-

ntribution

co-

ntribution

co-

ntribution

¬-

tributionstriation to a quaint old town.town. From the SelleSell RiverRiver-

the

Riverh-

ead

River-

the

Riverh-

ead

River-

the

Riverh-

eadthe country rose and fell fairly systematically likelike-

great
lie-

ge
like-

great
lie-

ge
like-

great
lie-

gegreat billows , the crests of which formed ridgesridges-

and

ridg-
esand between gradual sloping valleys.valleysvalleys-

.d
valleys-

.A
valleys.-

sd
valle-ys

.' uLdsduL-
A

sd-
A

UCL-

A
sod-

aA railroadrailroa connectingconnecterconnect St.St. SoupletCouplet with pointsointsjointspoints-

north

poi-
nts

.
", dt.J.J.d-

tnorth
t-

enor
.*>w'w'.

, *. .

north and southsouth, to an extent ParallelP8ralleoarsllel the SelleBelleSell about
A i

250 yards east of it.it. Across this frontyanfront/anfrontan,/Fontanafronfromfronanroman/anan/ embankembank-embank-

ment

embank-

ment

embank-

ment

¬-

mentmeant of about 25 feet high carried this railroad.railroadrailroad.-

From

railro-
ad

railroad.-

From

railro-
ad

railroad.-

From

railro-
ad

.

From here , a gradual rise is developed which slopesslopes-

off

slop-
es

" off again to the northno !' tn andaxed in whichwhiwhim ch was locatedloca.tlocatlocatelocated-

Bandival
loc-

ated
. e

.

I

. ., .,
.
\ BandivalCandiaBandiBandval Farm.Farm'arm.arm' . Another gentlegen tIe riseri s e now placesplacplace e s usus-

on

s-
on

\ ' '
v . . , , . ff-

V
. " " " - - ' -V,.' .

..
. r. on thetheMLathemLa_CateaiChateauCateaiAbreateaAbreCatalinaWatanabe? ateatea -AbreAbreAbe- OuernonGuernonGuenon Road running directlydirectly-

across
dire-

ctly
directly-

across
dire-

ctly
directly-

across
dire-

ctlyacross our front.front. AcreAreA re OuernonGuernonGuenon is on the extremeextrem-

eright

extre-
me

extrem-

eright

extre-
me

extrem-

eright

extre-
meright of the sector and is located on higher groundground-

than

grou-

nd
ground-

than

grou-

nd
ground-

than

grou-

ndthan the surrounding country.country. On the edge of thisthis-

narrow

Chi-

natown

this-

narrow

Chi-

natown

this-

narrow

Chi-

natownnarrow plateau and just north of the town are severalsever ,l4l-

4farms

,

.. ... .' - .-. . . . -
V \ \, .It oM'oM*. .' . ,

,

farms , Advantage Farm among them.them. From thethey(
A
]La

,.

CateauX-CateauXCateauChateauxChateauCateauXf-
C

Chateau-
x

Cat'e.CateCarte
, . .

'

, ..! -:-- '
"

*
fCt -----'
4J4 >re OuernonGuernonGuenon Road , the rolling country much lined outout-

with

ou-

twit

out-

with

ou-

twit

out-

with

ou-

twitwith rows of hedge , leads gradually upward to JoncJoneJonJones dede-

Mer

d-

eer

de-

r

de-

er

de-

erMerMereerr FarmFarMwFarMwithLaiRouiR\FarmwithLaiRouiRFarmwithithitch La [Ro a\Farmarm north of it at the headhead-

of

hea-

d
head-

of

hea-

d
head-

of

hea-

dof a valley.valleyalley.alley. This allall.. culminates in a broadbTQadbeta plateauplateau-

4-4-4- 4-

T

4-
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near the east eded-edecede- e of which is locatedlocat2dloca.tlocatlocate. d La JonnuiereJonouiereJonnieConqueredJonnuiereF-

arm.
Jonn-

ie
JonoOnoJonouiereF-

axm.

iereeireiereF-

arm.Farm.FarmFaxm.FaxmFax. This plateauplatea.u. forms the water shed of the St.StSt-

.Maurice

St-

.Maurice

St-

.Maurice

.

Maurice River and to the northeast is seen thethe-

Basuel

te-

asel
the-

BasuelCatillon

the-

BasuelCatillonBasuelBaselBasuel--CatillonBasuelCatillonBaselCarillonOatillonCotillion Road.Road. These several-- nesenesses farmsfarrnsferns generallygenerally-

consist

gener-
ally

generally-

consi

gener-
ally

generally-

consist

gener-
allyconsistconsicons t of a few outbuildings , the arooertypropertyrookery lineline-

being

clim-

bing
line-

being

clim-

bing
line-

being

clim-

bingbeing marked off with hedges.hedges. The country in generalgeneral-

ost

genera-

list

genera-

lmost
gener-

alistmost"'mostmost' ostcost devoid of wooded landland., ,.. JtIt.11. t had been anBn, agriculturalagricultura-

ldistrict
agricultu-

ralist
agriagric culcull turaluraltural-

district
unr-

ealistic(6)6( ) PersonalPersonal-
ExperiencePers-onable
Per sonalzonalsonal-
Experience

district for centuriescenturies.*. (3)3(6)6(3)-

DISPOSITION

3D-

ISPOSITION

(6)-
Experience

6E-
xperience

( )

Experience _ DISPOSITIONDISFOSITICHDISPOSITICNDISPOSITIO-

NIt

DISFOSITIC-

HIt

DISPOSITIC-

NIt

Dispositio-

n
__

It nadladnada[ been felt by the higherhi6her command afterafter-

the

afterti-

me

after-

the

afterti-

me

after-

the

afterti-

methe Battle of the HindenburgHindenberg Line that , because ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe combination of both natural and artificialartificialo-

bstacles
artif-

icial
artificialo-

bstacles
artif-

icial
artificialo-

bstacles
artif-

icialobstacles presenting themselves at this particularparticular-

place

partic-
ular

particular-

place

partic-
ular

particular-

place

partic-
ularplace , the next determined standstaLdstaled by the German armyarmy-

would

ar-
my

army-

would

ar-
my

army-

would

ar-
mywould be here.here. Events proved the soundness of thisthis-

estimate

tip-

siest
this-

estimate

tip-

siest
this-

estimate

tip-

siestestimate in the tightening of enemy resistance andand-

the

anth-

em

and-

the

anth-

em

and-

the

anth-

emthe organization of the machine-gunmachinegunma.chine-gunma.chine. - positionsposiposit tionsions throughthrough-through-

out

¬-

out the areaarea.. east of the SelleSell and the establishmentestablishment-

of

establishme-
ntof strongstreng points at farms commandingommandingoo andingbanding tacticaltacticall-

ocations.
actual-

ization
tacticall-

ocations.
actual-

ization(7)7( ) GeneralGeneral-
Ward
Gene-
ral
General-
Ward
Gene-
ral

locations.locations. (7)7(7)-

Aside

7A-

side

(7)-

Aside

7A-

side

(7)-
Ward

7-
Ward

( )

WardWard-
Memoirs
W-
arden
Ward-
Memoirs
W-
arden
Ward-
Memoirs
W-
ardenMemoirs Aside from outposts on the west banks ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe SelleBelleSell , the main line of German resistance waswas-

along

was-

sailing

was-

along

was-

sailing

was-

along

was-

sailingalong the railroad embankment.embankment. However , it must bebe-

understood

b-

enders
be-

understood

b-

enders
be-

understood

b-

endersunderstood that the whole defense was organized veryvery-

much

over-

much

very-

much

over-

much

very-

much

over-

muchmuch in depth.depth. Machine guns in isolated positionspositio-
nstl

positions-

with

positi-
onscovert"t"tt"-

were

tw-

ere

w-

ere

* tl*"tl-practically
t-

elepathicallypractically coveringcover with fire the whalewhole area.areaarea.area. TheseThese-

were

Th-
ese

i eseese-

were

else-

wherewere augmented by strong points at Advantage Farm ,

ct)
YAbreYArefbI'efbIefIeAbreAbe' GuernonGuenon , BandivalBandlvalCandiaBand Farm , JonoOno de MerMere Farm , LaL-
ar

La-
ra

La-

C

La-

ce

L-

ag
\rr\r-

ccg Rouge Farm , La JonquiereJonqulereConquered Farm.Farm. The hedge groupsgroupegroupedgroups-

offered

gro-
ups

group-

soffered

gro-
upsoffered'-

offered many alternate positions forfOTfont machine gunsgungunegunnedguns-

and

unso-

und

gun-

and

gun-

manand smallsmall-

near

sma-

ller

groups
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OPERATIONSOPESATIOTSOPEFATICI'SOPEFATICISOPERATICOPERATION-

SFrom

OPEFATICI'S-

From

OPEFATICIS-

From

Operati-

ons

_!
,'
.-- - --- -

From here on , apologiesapolosiesapoloApollo , iesdies are offered freelyfreely-

if
freel-

yif personal reference comes too strongly to the fore.forefore.-

However

for-

eshow
fore.-

However

for-

eshow
fore.-

However

for-

eshow
.

However , every effort will be made to prevent givingivinsivirigdivinesinvitinggiving-

impression

ivinsi-

Lnpression

ivirig-

impressionimpressioniLnpressioningression of "I"I1I"1I"IIIIII1\1"\ I"I" trouble.troubletrouble.-

Later

trouble-

maker

trouble.-

r
troubl-

e

.

Laterr in the afternoon of October 16th ,

I received orders to report to regimentalregimenta.l. headouarters.headouartershea.dquartel's.headquartelsheadquarters.headquartersheadouarters.-

I

hea.dquartel's.-

I

headquartels-

I

headquarters.-

I

headquarter-

s

.
' .

I had been billeted in BusiBusBus1ny:; ny nearnea.r. regimentalre.rimentalrerimentalre :;?. imentalmental headhead-head-

quarters

head-

quarters

head-

quarters

¬-

quarters for severalsever81 days.daysda.ys.. . During thesethetethee days, whichwl1ichwhich-

now

whi-

ch
wl1ich-

now

which-

now

whi-

chnow seem rather vagueva-rrvarr- ue , I seem to have been mostlymostl-
ylistening

mostl-
ylistening

mostl-
ylisteninglistening to complaintscon laintsplaints from a pink faced Sd2d lieutenantlieutenant-

who

lieutena-
ntwho had latelyla.te1ylate1y. joined me and who took over the 37-mm37mm37mm-

Platoon

37mm-

Platoon

37mm-

Platoon

-

Platoon anda.nd. from anRn old cavalryca.valry. sergeant hard as nails ,

who was now aa.. 2d lieutenant anda.nd. commanded the 3-inch3inch3inch-

trench

3inch-

trench

3inch-

trench

-

trench mortar platoon.platoon. Both platoons hadhp.dhpdphdh . d positionspositions-

just
positi-

ons
positions-

just
positi-

ons
positions-

just
positi-

onsjust in front of the Aussie artillery previouslypreviouslys-

poken
previo-

usly
previouslys-

poken
previo-

usly
previouslys-

poken
previo-

uslyspoken of Jr Thee signal platoon was functioningfunctionins underunder-

a

under-

a.

unde-

raa.. Signal Corps lieutenant and was scattered throughoutthroughout-

the

through-
outthe regiment at the various commandcomm nd posts.postsposts.-

Upon

po-
sts

posts.-

uPon

po-
sts

post-
s.Upon

po-
sts

.

UponUpon arrival at regimental headquarters ,

about 7:00700: PM , as I recall , all of the company comcom-com-

manders

com-

manders

com-

manders

¬-

mandersmaunders had gathered.gathered. Colonel Ward soon called usus-

together

st-

retcher

us-

together

st-

retcher

us-

together

st-

retchertogether in the cellarotllarcellarcollar of the house anda.nd. theretherethere issuedissued-

the

issu-
ed

issued-

the

issu-
ed

issued-

the

issu-
edthe battleba.ttle. order.order. Upon taking stock of personnel J,J-

it
J-

iltit was found that there were two captains of lineline-

companies

inco-

nstancies

line-

oompanies

ign-

ominies

line-

companies

inco-

nstanciescompaniesoompanies left.left. Each was placedplaoed in command of aa-

battalion.

a-

bstain
a-

battalion.

a-

bstain
a-

battalion.

a-

bstainbattalion.battalion. Each company had one lieutenant with it.itit.-

The

bi-

tted

it.-

The

bi-

tted

.

The'hehe'!' companies averaged about 30 men each.eacheaoh.eaohLeah. A lieulieu-lieu-

tenant

lieu-

tenant

lieu-

tenant

¬-

tenant commanded the 1st Battalion.BattalionBattalion.-

6

Battalion-

6

.
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The battle orderorftcraorticor ! er broughtbroubro ht out the fact thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hedthe 105thl05th1C5th , immediatelylmcfledlately in our front and the 108th108th-

onon their left would , constituteconsticonst tutetutee the assaultaseau1t: , the 107thl07th107th-

to

l07th-

toto support the 108thI08th and the 106thl06th to supportsupoort thethe-

105th

the-

l05th

the-

105th105thl05th XTheThehe attack waswa.s. to follow an artillery anda.ndand-

machinegun

sa-

ndwiching

a.n-

dmachinegun

sa-

ndwiching

and-

machinegun

sa-

ndwiching

.

machine-g-unmachinegunmachine-gungun- - barragebarraee; , which wasWF..sWFsWafts.! . to fall at zero hour ,

5ZD5m: : AMAY, , anda.nd. after three minutes to lift so astS; toto-

travel

ou-

tbrave.. ,
J traveltra.vel,. 100 yards every three minutes untilWltilWittily the firstfirsth-

'LU.

firsth-

LU
firs-

tly
first-

halt
fish-

tail
...
..

'

, ."
'. "

halth'LU.hLUhL! '

' . __wasas reachedreaChed/reaChedreached//ThisThisreaChedThireached//ThiThairhishiss was just east of the LaLa.L-
ar

La-

ra
La.-

I'

La-

I

Lai-

c

La-

Gateau

A-

gate
.

" " - .. .. ",.
, r'. I'I,' \.. .. '- " _"\'

_ _ ..CateCateCarte
.

GateauGateau-Gateaubre'GateaubreGateau, - (AbieAbidebre'brebare}' C-uernonCuernonGuernonVernonGuenon- Road.Road. From here , aftera.fter. one-halfonehalfonehalf-

hour

onehalf-

hour

-
v\"..

. .
.

', hour time for and it,) ,

': :"
: '

- reorganization mopping; up , waswas-

A

as-
A

was-

to

was-

te
VJ/VJV-

Jy

Iv-

y
. /Af\f\\yy\y\yfy\y-

(8)

y-

8

?\,' to continue to aa.. point near the BasuelBaselBasuel--CatillonBasuelCatillonBaselCarillon--CatillonCarillon Road ,

which was really the first objective.objective. From here on ,

aftera.fter. a periodperiod.. of three hours for reorganisationreorganization andand-

preparation

un-

derreporting

and-

preparation

un-

derreporting

and-

preparation

un-

derreportingpreparation , the support elements were to leap-frogleapfrogleapfrogt-

hrough
leapf-

rog
leapfrogt-

hrough
leapf-

rog
leapfrogt-

hrough
leapf-

rog
-

through and continue the advance in oneno'genogenopenomenMogen' warfarewarfa.rewarfare-

formation

wa-
rfare

warfa.re-

formation

warfare-

formation

wa-
rfare

.

formation , i.e.iei.e.ie.,. . , the men as skirmishers and theth-
eartillery

h-
eartily

th-
eartillery

h-
eartily

\

artillery, , as mobile support ,
, to fire successivesuccessive-

concentrations.

successive-

concentrations.

successive-

concentrations.concentrations.concentrations . Ten tanksta.nks. from the 301et30let301st Tank Bat-BatBat-

(8)

Ba-

t8
Ba-

ttalion

Ba-

ttalion

-

(8)8( ) O'RyanORyanRyan' , /' '
taliontalon were assigned to the division front-

In

fronti-

ng

front.frontfront-

the

froth-

ed

.<)fflfyfluffy) >.

p 350 / /
In the allotment of duties to the officers ,

mine proved to be that of liaison officer to thethe-

107th

the-

l07th

the-

tanks

te-

aks

107thl07th Infantry , the left supporting regiment./regiment.regimentregiment.Atregimentalregiment.regimentregiment.k-4tregiment.k4tregiment.k4tregimentregiment.k4t-

certing

regimentk4t-

certing

./ - AtAt-

the

Ba-

the

;
the headquarters of the 3-inch3inch- Trench Mortar , whichwhich-

was

whi-

ch
which-

was

whi-

ch
which-

was

whi-

chwas on the ridge just east of town , the commandingcommandin-

gofficers

comma-
nding

commandin-

gofficer's

commandin-

gofficers

comma-
nding

commanding-

o

commandin-

gofficersofficer'so ff is er-sers'- of the 37-mm37mm37-mm.37mm.mm.- ,., 3-inch3inch3-1nch1nch- trench mortarmortar'mortar'andmortarandmortared' andand-

pioneer

san-

dpiper

and-

pioneer

san-

dpiper

and-

pioneer

san-

dpiperpioneer platoons and I met at which time we wentwen-

tinto

sent-

ient

wen-

tinto

sent-

ient

wen-

tinto

sent-

ientinto a huddle regarding disposition , supply andand-

mission

ad-

mission

and-

mission

ad-

mission

and-

mission

ad-

missionmission of the units.units. Just at this time a discondiecon-diecondiscon-discodeacondiscon-

certing

diecon-

oerting

discon-

certing

discon-

107th

¬-
,

certingoertingcartingoperating factorfaotor arrived in theth ; nature of asuddena.BuddenaBuddenburdena.Budden-

7

aBudden-

7

a.a. sudden-

7-7-7.7-.7-. 7-

f

7-

The

-

\
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concentrationconcentrconcentric tioDtied of gaggaegasgage shells ono n the artilleiy&rtileryrtileryartilleryartiMarti& ] lelYleally andand-

ourselves.

en-

dorsable

and-

oursslves.

en-

dorsable

and-

ourselves.

en-

dorsableourselves.ourselvesoursslves.oursslves. This knocked out 17 of the trench mortarmortar-

platoon
mo-

rtar
mortar-

platoon
mo-

rtar
mortar-

platoon
mo-

rtarplatoon , thereby reducing that olatoon'solatoonsplatoon'splatoons' effectiveeffective-effective-

ness

¬-

ness to one mortar crewcrew.crew-

.eporting

rede-

corating

,. V'VV'-
orting

Vo-

rting
V-

oting
x"x"" '

fReportingeportingdeportingortingforting; to the regimentalre imentalmental headquartersheadqua.rtersheadquarters-

107th

headqua.rters-

I07th

headquarters-

I07th

.

107thI07th InfantryInfa.ntry. which waswa.s. located just north ofof-

Busigny

of-

Busigny

of-

BusignyBusignyBusing , at about 12:00120012':00'

: midnightmidnimini ht , I met the regimentalregimentalc-

ommander

regim-
ental

re imenta.limentalrimentalmentalOrientalrimentalc-

ommander

imenta.l-

commander

.

commander and several friends among the staffstaff.,. ilaps.lapslapsilaps-

were

lap-

ser
:. .laps-

were

lap-

ser
:apsalpsaps-

were

ans-

weredwere compared and the variousva.rious. detailsdeta.ils. discusseddiscussed. . afterafter-

which

after-

shock

after-

which

after-

shock

after-

which

after-

shockwhich everybody settled down to wait, until 5bO5:2,05205:20: , , thethe-

hour

th-
eory

the-

hour

th-
eory

the-

hour

th-
eoryhour of jump-off.jumpoff.off- . DuringDurDour ingKing this waitwaiwait.waif, t ,., which was wellwell-

punctuated

well-

punctuated

well-

punctuatedpunctuated by H.E.HE. . and gas , aa.,. direct hit was made onon-

a

Mo-

naa house nearby , which about wiped out half of aa-

company.

a-

ccompany

a-

company.

a-

ccompany

a-

company.

a-

ccompanycompany.company.

However , there seemed to develop an uncannyuncanny-

quiet
unca-

nny
uncanny-

quiet
unca-

nny
uncanny-

quiet
unca-

nnyquiet on both sides from about 4:00400: AMAY on.on. As thethe-

hour

the-

ory
the-

hour

the-

ory
the-

hour

the-

oryhour of dawn approached , except for intermittentintermittent-

firing
intermit-

tent
intermittent-

firing
intermit-

tent
intermittent-

firing
intermit-

tentfiring , artillery fire was not heavy.heavy. This was comcom-com-

mented

com-

mented

com-

mented

¬-

mentedmeted on as everybody sat watching the minute handhand-

crawl

han-

drail

hand-

crawl

han-

drail

hand-

crawl

han-

drailcrawl closer.closercloser.-

All

clos-
er

closer.-

All

clos-
er

closer.-

All

clos-
er

.

All is quiet and two minutes to go.go. SuddenlySuddenly-

everybody
Sud-

denly
Suddenly-

everybody
Sud-

denly
Suddenly-

everybody
Sud-

denlyeverybody is brought upright.upright. From the south , to thethe-

right
he-

ight
the-

right
he-

ight
the-

right
he-

ightright of us is heard the terrific roar of a machine-machinemachine-

gun

machi-

ne
machine-

gun

machi-

ne
machine-

gun

machi-

ne
-

gun barrage.barrage. As we sit in amazement wondering ,

nothing happens to break the noise of the machine gunsguns-

for

gun-

fire

guns-

for

gun-

fire

guns-

for

gun-

firefor perhaps a minute.minute. Then comes the shriek of thethe-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy counterbarragecounterbalance just before our artilleryaxt111ery opensopens-

on

pensi-

onon schedule.schedulesohedule.sohedule. In the words of one staff officerofficer-

sitting
offi-

cers
officer-

sitting
offi-

cerssittingttlngtattling81 around the table ;: "Somebody'sSomebodysSomebody'Somebody".. ' s screwedsorewed thethe-

works.11

the-

works11

the-

works.

he-

wers
the-

works.

he-

wersworks.11works11works.works. "

-8-8- 8y-

.

8-

y

8-

concentration

-



The usualualdual feelingfeelinfeeling ;!: of helheelhelplessnesslessnesslessees that sets-

in

sessi-

on

setssets-

in

sessi-

on

sets-

in

sessi-

onin "betweenbetween" the beginningbeginninj of an action and the timetime-

when

time-

worn

time-

when

time-

worn

time-

when

time-

wornwhen reports start to filter in , settled on us so wew-

ejust

w-

ejust

w-

ejustjust sat around trying to talkta.lk. normal.normal. Efforts atat-

telephonic

at-

telephonic

at-

telephonictelephonic communicationcommulication,(: to the front or flanks hadhad-

proved

cha-

peroned

had-

proved

cha-

peroned

had-

proved

cha-

peronedproved fruitless since the counterbarrage.counterbarragecOlmterbarrage.cOlmterbarragecounterbalance. At about

6:30630: AL1ALI: , about an hour after zero , a message arrivedarrived-

Baying
arri-

ved
arrived-

saying
arri-

ved
arrived-

saying
arri-

vedBayingsaying that the units had gotten off with the barragebarrage-

without
barr-

age
barrage-

without
barr-

age
barrage-

without
barr-

age ,without incident.incident. This I passed on , throughthrouthou h runner ,

to the 106thl06th while I preparedprepa.red. to 250go: ° forwardforwerforswear, , with aa-

machine

m-

achine

a-

machine

m-

achine

a-

machine

m-

achinemachine gun battalionbatta.lion. officer , to the river at St.StSt-

.Souplet

St-

.Souplet

St-

.Souplet

.

SoupletCouplet to verify positions.positionsPositions.-

The

Positio-
ns

.
00-

TheThe dawn had broken with aa.. very heavy mistmist-

which

m-
ist

mist-

which

m-
ist

mist-

which

m-
istwhich , coupled with smoke made the progresspro resscress alonalonealong thethe-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reonfront mostmoat difficult.difficult. Passing through the 106thl06th106th-

jumpoff

l06th-

jumpoff

106th-

jumpoffjump-offjumpoff- areaarea.. , several groups of men were found comcom-co-

mpletely

co-

mpletely

co-

mpletely

¬-

pletelypolitely lost and huddled together in thetr.etretare. mist.mist. AfterAfters-

ome

After-

time

Afters-

ome

After-

time

Afters-

ome

After-

timesome loss of time these were gathered up and joiningjoining-

our

joini-
ngour party came into 3t.3tSt.St. SoupletCouplet to rejoin their units.unitsunits.-

In

uni-
ts

units.-

the

uni-
ts

.

In the crossing of the SelleSell , a most excellent-

piece
excell-

ent
excellentexcellent-

piece
excell-

ent
excellent-

piece
excell-

entpiece of work was done by the 102thlOath Engineers.Engineers. TheyThey-

had

Th-
ey

They-

had

Th-
ey

They-

had

Th-
eyhad been charged with the stringing of ropes acrossacross-

the

acro-
ss

across-

the

acro-
ss

across-

the

acro-
ssthe stream for the first lines of assault as well asas-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

henthe preparation and installation of light , portableportable-

sections

port-
ables

portable-

sections

port-
ables

portable-

sections

port-
ablessections of foot bridges to be brought up immediatelyimmediately-

behind

immedi-
ately

immediately-

behind

immedi-
ately

immediately-

behind

immedi-
atelybehind the assault.assault. Both duties were carried outou-

tsuccessfully

o-
utsource

out-

suooessfully

ou-

tsuccessfully

o-
utsourcesuccessfullysuooessfully in the facefaoefoe of the most heavy fire.firefire.-

The

frot-

hed

fire.-

The

frot-

hed

fire.-

The

frot-

hed

.

The number of dead engineers along the river bankban-

ktestified

bla-

nkest
ban-

ktestified

bla-

nkest
ban-

ktestified

bla-

nkesttestified as to their determination.determination. Many a woundedwounde-

dinfantryman

wounde-

dinfantryman

wounde-

dinfantrymaninfantryman was saved from drowning asa.s. the resultresulresult-

of

resu-
lt

tt-

of

t-

ofuof this.this.

th1/th1/ _ Q0 _
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In this part of the sector the assault metme-

tits

me-

rits

me-

tits

me-

rits

me-

tits

me-

ritsits first determined resistance from the railroadr8ilroadrailroade-

mbankment.
rail-

road
r8ilroade-

mbankmen

railroade-

mbankment.
rail-

roadembankment.embankmentembankment.t. Here everye4esf/ff/:;:;;_ machineIYLa.chineIYLachineFilching.
Q<o-unounrun- un and small riflerifleg-

roup
trif-

ler
rrifle-

group
tri-

fler
if 1 ee-

S

e-

group

r-

egroupgroupgroupS delayed the advance so thattha.t. by the time thethe-

enbankment

h-
enbane

the-

enbankment

h-
enbane

the-

embankment

tel-

emarketerenbankmentembankment hadha.d. been climbed and this oositiontositionposition;) rere-

duced

re-rere-

duced

re-

duced

¬-

duceddeuced , the barrage was well in advance.advanceadva.nce.. . This allowedallowed-

several
allo-

wed
allowed-

several
allo-

wed
allowed-

several
allo-

wedseveral machineme.chinemechine. guns from positions in hedges andand-

ground

an-

droid

and-

ground

an-

droid

and-

ground

an-

droidground folds to inflict a number of casualties.casualtiescasualties.-

Bandival

casua-
lties

casualties.-

Bandival

casua-
lties

casualties.-

Bandival

casua-
lties

.

BandivalCandia Farm , thoughthou--hthouhthou ,-
-
, h a strongstrong-strongpointstandpoint- point , diddid-

not

did-

n't
did-

not

did-

n't
did-

not

did-

n'tnot offer much resistance.resistance. Intense artillery concenconcen-concernconce-

ntration

conce-

ntration

conce-

ntration

¬-

trationtraction had played on it until just before the arrivalarrival-

of

arriv-
alof our troops.troops. The enemy therein surrendered withwit-

hlittle

wit-

hiest(9)9( ) personalPer sona.lsonalzonalsona.-
lExperience

. little persuasion.persuasionpersua.sion.. . (9)9(9)-
Experience

9E-
xperience

(9)-

In

9I-

n
(9)-

Experience
9E-

xperience
( )

Experience
In factfa.ct. , the 108thl08th made fairly good progressprogTeseprogTessproteaseprogress-

v

progTes-

st

progres-

s
protes-

tv,\
t, >;.

"

,
!ra

.\:k till
-

it reached the 'xLaxLa'LaLa'

<' ;' CateauCateau-ChateauCateauAbreCateauireChateauat
-

'

-
j-j'-±-AbreAbre-ireireAbe- re GuernonCxuernonGuenonCuter RoadRoa-

dshortly

Roa-

dworthy

Roa-

dshortly

Roa-

dworthyshortly after 9:00900: A.IL.AILAM.AMAY.AY. . There it came under crosscross-

fire

cross-

fire

cross-

firefire from JoncJaneJon de HerMerbierMere Farm and the sunkens ken road leadlead-lead-

ing

lead-

lng

lead-

ing

lead-

ing

¬--
inglngKingling out of the draw , as well asa.s. from the heightsheights-

north.

heig-
hts

heights-

north.

heig-
hts

..... ..... .-.... .

north.north. Reports differ at thisthjs point as regards justjust-

what

ju-
st

just-

what

ju-
st

just-

what

ju-
stwhat took place.place. I know that right elements of thethe-

108th

the-

l08th

the-

108th108thl08th were across the road and in touch with thethe-

105th

the-

l05th

the-

105th105thl05th on the right.right. The left lost contactntactintactc with thethe-

British

He-

braists

the-

British

He-

braists

the-

British

He-

braistsBritish 50th Division in the middle of the morningmorning-

due

morni-
ngdue to a counterattack launchedla chedached against the BritishBritish-

right.
Brit-

ish
British-

right.
Brit-

ish
British-

right.
Brit-

ishright.right. I feel quite sure that this hit out of ourour-

reach

out-

reach

our-

reaoh

out-

reach

our-

reach

out-

reachreachreaoh and to the north.north. British accountsaocounts say thatthat-

it
th-

at

that-

it
th-

at

that-

it
th-

atit hit both them and us and that both gave way beforebefor-
eit

befo-
reit , However , I do not recallreoall any very serious threatthreat-

on

threat-

enon that flank exceptexoept that it was in the air.air. AnAn-

10

An-

10

An-

10-10-10-10-

(9)

1-

09

10-

In

-
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k

4...,."..,,J1
I

, '
((adjustanadjutant"adjustantwasadjutanta

- - ., .

j'jj's'
'

s's
';

'

'

.

;
- ' - '

V)? was madem ldelade for tnisTunisthto is by theth e refusingrefusinLlref usinLfusil,: of thatthat-

flank
ha-

tful
tthat-

flank
ha-

tful
la.tlat.--- -

flank which later was furtherf\ITtherfITther'Further'TetherfITther-

severa.l
fitt-

ers
\ adjustedadjuAteda.djadjdj. uRtedhurtled when , afterafter-

several

after-

shave
after-

fire
after-

care
after-

several

after-

shaveseveralsevera.l. hourshours under the heavy fire near the road , ' 66-

the

)

jj-

take
t-

ake
( rthe left front pullednulledmulled backba.ck. toto-

sloping

th-

olepin
take advantageadvantare of thethth-

sloping

th-

olepin

*

.

(10)10( ) PersonalPersonal-
Experience
Pers-onable
PerPersonal-
Experience
Pers-onable

Banal sloping ground about 300 yardsY .rdsrdsreds. west of the road.roadroa.d.. . (10)10(10)-

Headquarters

10H-

eadquarters

(10)-

Headquarters

10H-

eadquarters

(10)-

Headquarters

10H-

eadquarters

( )

Experience ;

FourthFourth-
Army
Fou-
rth
Fourth-
Army
Fou-
rth
Fourth-
Army
Fou-rth

Headquarters 107th Infantry , which earlierearlier-earlierearlier-

in

earli-
er

.,, ",
r'r.;,

'

',/--

ArmyArmy-
p
Arm-
y

,
" '

_r.r. . . .

p 217 in the morning had moved to I( .
IscanfondjScaffold:scanfoncanonca

. . . _ ,
;; advanceddvanced toto-

St.

to-

ast

to-

St.

to-

ast

to-

St.

to-

astSt.St. SoupletCoupletSoup let getting3etting there about 10:30103010 : 30 AY.AYAM.AMA . This with\withwith-

all
wit-

hal

wiwith-

all
wit-

hal

tb \
..;, .,.

II-

I.f'

I-

If

I-

fall the retinue attached appearedapneared, , I feel sure , quitequitquite-

a

quit-

a

quit-

e

qui-

t
,
.

IffZiffIf-

fadjustantwas

I.f'If.
'

a formidable array as it weavedwaved over the landscape , jj-

through

t-

hrough

!

through and between all kinds of artillery , waeonswagonsweapons ,
. ( .

1 tp'v'vI'v-

'0C
v-

0C
' '

0C ambulances , walkingwalkinzwalkinwalking ; ' wounded , etc.etc. I sometimes thinkthink-

that
thi-

nk
think-

that
thi-

nk
think-

that
thi-

nkthat had the war happened in the United States , perper-per-

haps

per-

haps

per-perpe-

rhaps

¬-

haps a few barbecue stands might have been found doingdoing-

business
di-

ngus
doing-

business
di-

ngus
doing-

business
di-

ngusbusiness and adding to thingsthineshines; in general.generalgenera.l.general.-

This

general-

ities

genera.l.-

This

generals-

hips

general.-

This

general-

ities

. .

This imposingimposinsimposinimplosions; delegation emerged out of thethe-

mist

th-

eist

the-

mist

th-

eist

the-

mist

th-

eistmist and onto the streets of St.St. SoupletCouplet and headedheaded-

forthwith

henc-

eforth
headed-

forthwith

henc-

eforth
headed-

forthwith

henc-

eforthforthwith tot the O.P.OPC.P.CPC . P.P. of thethe' ' 108th.108thlOath.lOath. And here ,, toto-

our

to-

ur
to-

our

to-

ur
to-

our

to-

urour chagrin , we are greeted by an eauallyequally , if notnot-

more

mo-

tored

not-

more

mo-

tored

not-

more

mo-

toredmore formidableform1da.bleform1dable. delegation.delegation. Not only tnatthat.thatnat. uuttiltbatut theythey-

go

the-
ygo us one better in that they haveha.ehaehade. three prisoners.prisonersprisoners.-

These

prison-
ers

prisoners.-

These

prison-
ers

prisoners.-

These

prison-
ers

.

These are being interrogated by anybody who wants toto-

try

to-

ry
to-

tryout
t-

oroth
to-

try

to-

rytrytryoutout hiehishide German , and the prisoners answeranswer.answered*.*. inin-

perfect

im-

perfect

in-

perfect

im-

perfect

in-

perfect

im-

perfectperfect Oxford English.English. All these : the two delegations ,

plus the prisoners , plus the orderlies , plus the cooks ,

plus ad infiniturainfinltinfinltIinfinitum--IinfinitumIinfiniteInfiniti--II- I never did get them all arrangedarranged-

in

arrange-

din a definite categorycategory--werecategorywere--were in one little cellarcellard-

ugout.
cell-

ared
cellard-

ugout.
cell-

ared
cellard-

ugout.
cell-

areddugout.dugout. Such crowding is1s hard to imagine , unless oneone-

has

bone-

heads

one-

has

bone-

heads

one-

has

bone-

headshas by chanceohance paid a visit to a modern speakeasy.speakeasyspeakeasy.-

11

speakeasy-

11

.

-11-11-11-
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This warwas , aftera.fter. all811 , orderly confusion andand-

in

band-

ing

and-

in

band-

ing

and-

in

band-

ingin a short space of time all were inn their respectiveresnectiverespective-

nitches

respec-
tive

resnective-

ni

respecti-
ve

respective-

nitches

respec-
tivenitchessnitchesni tchesetches and carryincarrying . forward the businessbusiless! ata.t. hand.handhand-

.Later

head-

water

hand-

.Later

head-

water

hand-

.Later

head-

water

.

Later in the morning;:porn in-ininImini_ - I visited the C.P.CPr . P . ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 105thl05th , which was on the outskirtsoutskirtoutskirt,3outskirt3, of St.St. Souplet.SoupletCoupletSouplet-

.Entering

Supple-

mentation

Souplet-

.Entering

Supple-

mentation

Souplet-

.Entering

Supple-

mentation

.

Entering the dugout.coulddugoutcoulddugoutdugoutduo-outduoout- . could be seen maps here and therethere-

and

there-

on
there-

and

there-

on
there-

and

there-

on1 )
"
\ and a group of officersoffiooff er s workingworword king over a table./table.tabletable.Lookingtablehoppingta.ble.tabletable.. . hookinghooking-

further
hook-

ing
/!4LookingLookin-

gfurther
Loo-

king
: okingcokingoking-

further

king-

fisherfurther over , I sawsa.w. a lone figure seatedsea.ted. at aa.. table.tabletable.-

He

tab-
le

.

He was the regimental commander and as I approachedapproached-

him

approach-

edhim , I noticed that he was playing solitaire.solitaire. SuchSuch-

a

Suc-

ha display ofoff coolness and confidence certainly actedacted-

as

acedi-

asas a tonic to those about him.himhlm.hlmhelmhim.-

I

hi-
m

. LL-

It

'

ItI t was at this C.P.CPC . P.P. that I learned of thethe-

morning's

the-

mornings

th-

eories
the-

morning's

the-

mornings

th-

eories
the-

morning's

the-

mornings

th-

eoriesmorning'smornings' happeningshappenin3s in this sector.sectorsector-

.Just

sec-
tor

sector-

.Just

sec-
tor

sector-

.Just

sec-
tor

.

Just as the 105thl05th started out at zero hour ,

the counterbarragecounterbalance caught them fairly in it , withwith-

the

withh-

eld

with-

the

withh-

eld

with-

the

withh-

eldthe result that the leading elements simply crumpledcrumpled-

up

crumpl-

edup as well as the machine-gunmachinegun- company , which waswa-

sright

wat-

ertight

wa-

sright

wat-

ertight

wa-

sright

wat-

ertightright behind the leading , battalion.battalion'battaliln.battalilnUetta1ion.Uetta1ion'
, ) ... AdA.AA.riOMeHariNome.

ri edc1 to thisthis-

was

th-
is

this-

was

th-
is

this-

was

th-
iswas the mist and smoke in which they had to make theirtheir-

way

ther-
apy

their-

way

ther-
apy

their-

way

ther-
apyway through the easternea.stern. edge of St.St. Souplet.SoupletCouplet . AllAll-

these

Ma-

ltese

All-

these

Ma-

ltese

All-

these

Ma-

ltesethese so disorganized the 1stlet Battalion that the 2d2d-

Battalion

2d-

Battalion

2d-

Battalion with them detachdetach-detach-

ments

detach-

ments

detach-

ments

Battalion leap-froggedleapfrogged1eap-frogged1eapfogged- , taking along ¬-

mentsaments of the 1st Battalion.Battalion. After this first setback ,

KK-

the
T-

hethe regiment pushed forward to AbreAbe GuernonGuenon which itit-

reached

tr-

aced
it-

reached

tr-

aced
it-

reached

tr-

acedreached about 9:00900: AM.AM. The town was mopped up andand-

by

an-

dy

and-

by

an-

dy

and-

by

an-

dyby 12:301230: , the line was established just east of thethet-

own.

thr-

own

thet-

own.

thr-

own

thet-

own.

thr-

owntown.town. Here heavy fire from the east and south prepre-pre-

clude

pre-

clude

pre-

clude

¬-

cludeClaude further advance.advance. BecauseBeoause of the fact that thethe-

left
hel-

met

the-

left
hel-

met

the-

left
hel-

metleft of the 30th Division wasas not yetyet.
.,

upp , the lineline-

extended

inte-

rceded
line-

extended

inte-

rceded
line-

extended

inte-

rcededextended around and south of the town.town. Later in thethe-

day

hey-

day

the-

day

hey-

day

the-

day

hey-

dayday this situation clearedolearedbleared with the arrival of thethe-

12

the-

12

the-

12-12-12-1-
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30th Division on line with the 105th.105thl05th.l05th105th-

.During

105th-

During

l05th.-

Dur

l05th-

Dur

105th-

.During

105th-

During

.

DuringDurDour ingKing the advanceadV8nce tot o AcreAAareAwarere Gruernon"J.uernonJuernonGuenon
"

. uernonVernon , ana.nan-

interesting
u-

ninteresting

a.-

ninteresting

a-

nointers
an-

a

.

interesting action was staged by the odZdwd BattalionBattalion-

103th

Battalion-

l03th

Battalion-

103th103thl03th Infantry , which wswritsW *1S in supportsu-oportsuoportopportune- of tiiethetie 105th.105thl05th.l05th105th.-

This

105th-

This

l05th.-

This

l05th-

This

105th.-

This

105th-

This

.

This battalionbattali0n jumoedjumped off ata.t. zero hour , followingfollowing-

the
followi-

ng
following-

the

followi-
ngthe 105thl05th in the extreme riri'2'htri2htri.DhtriDhtright',.:'ht of thetLetale sector.sector. InIn-

s

In-

I.

Jin-

ni

In-

so

Is-

o.
so doingOing , the battalion came under fire fromfro St.St.sI-.I, ,11, $*, .$"( " -

'
, .a\.a.

,
'

\ \ V'V'
;
.11.":"' 0(lj&lspljlspalls!&&*$ $ &ss& ,

'JJ', a town in the sector of the 30th30th-
i

30th-

Division.

30th-

Division
\ ' x--x"

. . .. . . . .
i -'---_- ---.- . . ' -- --

. V\NVN.
11i* \ii\ Division.Divisionivislon.ivislon. BeingBeimBedimBeinBegin ; confronted with bein-rbeinrbegin- r ninned0innedpinnedmined downdown-

r
down-

er

dow-

nin

down-

ing

dow-

nin

down-

ing

.
, ,

' '"tt"J\J\ t ii-

r <(. \'
.

\ro.:) \
'.' in his own sector or strictstrikinstriking8tri ina ;, out of his sector , hehe-

shifted

re-

sifted
he-

shifted

re-

sifted
he-

shifted

re-

siftedshifted his line and attacked southeastsouthea.st. at the town.towntown-

.In

owni-

ng

town-

.In

owni-

ng

town-

.In

owni-

ng

.

In the development of this attack , four tanks arrivedarrived-

and

arriv-
ed

arrived-

and

arriv-
ed

arrived-

and

arriv-
edand cameca.me. to his assistance.assistance . After moppingmoppinmoppiriempiric;; up thethe-

Z
th-

e
the-

machine

tea-

ching \Z<

machine :2uns3unsguns; , he advanced in his own sector to AbreAbeAbre-

Guernon

Ar-
guer

Abre-

Guernon

Ar-
guer

Abre-

Guernon

Ar-
guerGuernonGuenon where he went in to support the 105th.105thl05th.l05th105th.-

On

105th-

On

l05th.-

On

l05th-

On

.

On the way back to the 107thl07th Infantry'sInfantrysInfantryInfantry's-

headquarters

Infantrysh-

eadquarters
Infantry's-

headquarters

Infantrysh-

eadquarters
Infantry's-

headquarters

Infantrysh-

eadquarters

'

headquarters , I came across the lieutenant of thethe-

37mm

the-

37mm

the-

37mm37-mm37mm- (106)106( ) with a detachment of his men.men. They werewere-

clumped

were-

clumped

were-

clumpedclumped against a cemetery wall , the lieutenantlieutenantl-

ooking
lieute-

nant
lieutenantl-

ooking
lieute-

nant
lieutenantl-

ooking
lieute-

nantlooking most diSCOUrageddisc our age d Fromom him I learned thatthat-

while

hea-

lthier

that-

while

hea-

lthier

that-

while

hea-

lthierwhile his gun was in good shapesha.pe. , his mule with cartcart-

and

cart-

ed
cart-

and

cart-

ed
cart-

and

cart-

edand most of the ammunition had been caught in thethe-

counterfearrage.

the-

counteraarrage.

the-

counterharrage.counterfearrage.counterfearragecounteraarrage.counteraarragecounterharrage.counterharragecounteroffercounterpartcountercharge. His station was with the two batbat-bat-

talions

bat-

talions"

ba-

ttalions

bat-

talions

¬-

talionstalions"talons," then waiting at the river.river. I instructedinstructed-

him

instruct-
edhim to get what he could from the 105thl05th and to movemove-

on

mo-
ve

move-

on

mo-
ve

move-

on

mo-
veon out.out. I then sent a message to our munitionsmunition-

sofficer

munit-
ions

munition-

sofficer

munit-
ions

munition-

sofficer

munit-
ionsofficer , giving him the information and askingasking-

assistance

asking-

ass1

asking-

assistance.assistanceassistance.ass1assistance-

.interesting

assis-

tance

tanctan *.,
*
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Upon my arrival at 107th Headquarters , thethe-

Colonels

the-

ologies
the-

Colonels

the-

ologies
the-

Colonels

the-

ologiesColonels of the 107thl07th and 108thI08th were ini conversationconveI'sationconveIsationconversation-

regarding

conver-
sation

conveI'sation-

regardin

conveIsation-

regardin

convers-
ation

conversation-

regarding

conver-
sation

'

regardingregardin the small strength of the units Findindbind= nd thethe-

need

ten-

ded
the-

need

ten-

ded
the-

need

ten-

dedneed for reserves or relief.reliefrelief-

.I

relie-

f

. Shortly after thistbistbs thethe-

commending

the-

to

th-
eo

the-

c.orr

he-

ctorcommendingc.omme.ndingc.orrcorrcorer. mandingmadding. officer 107thI07th wentwen-

tregarding

ent-

reating
to the 54th BrigadeBriadeBrigade-

regarding

Brig-
adier

BriBrieBriade-

it.

Bridg-
et

:,;a.deadeSadea.de-

c

Dad-

e

.

I/ regarding it.it. The reolyreplyrelyre ly wnichwhichwinch camec ne back from thethe-

division

tel-

evision
the-

division

tel-

evision
the-

division

tel-

evisiondivision was not encouragingencouraging. ,. it said that not onlyonly-

was

on-
ly

only-

was

on-
ly

only-

was

on-
lywas there to be no reserves nor relief , but that thethe-

division

tel-

evision
the-

division

tel-

evision
the-

division

tel-

evisiondivision would attack again that next morninomorninmorninDmorning: .

This action on the part of these twotw-

ocolonels

w-

oolfells

tw-

ocolonels

w-

oolfells

tw-

ocolonels

w-

oolfellscolonels should not be construed as an attempt toto-

evade

to-

reador

to-

evade

to-

reador

to-

evade

to-

readorevade responsibility.responsibility. They both had proven on prepre-pre-

vious

pre-

vious

pre-

vious

¬-

viousvinous battlefields their abilities as leaders.leaders. ButBut-

the

Bu-

tte
But-

the

Bu-

tte
But-

the

Bu-

ttethe combined strengthstrensth of these two regimentsrec'irnentsrecirnentsrecreants' waswas-

about

wal-

kabout

was-

about

wal-

kabout

was-

about

wal-

kaboutabout 550 men attackinga.ttackinattackin. on a 1000-yard1000yardlOGO-yardlOGO- front.front. OfO-

fcourse

C-

ofactors

Of-

COlII'Se

Of-

COlIISe

Fa-

cilities

O-

fcourse

C-

ofactorscourseCOlII'SeCOlIISeColitis' , a similar conditioncondicondo tionion existed in the otherother-

btigade.sector

other-

bttgade.sector

other-

btigade.sectorbtigade.sectorbtigadesectorbttgade.sectorbttgadesectorbrigades. too.too. However , after about three weeksweeks-

of

Wee-

ksof steady going , the forwardforwaxd movement was certainlycertainly-

losing
certai-

nly
certainly-

losing
certai-

nly
certainly-

losing
certai-

nlylosing its momentum and I hate to think of the possipossi-possposs-

ibilities

poss-

ibilities

poss-

ibilities

¬-

bilitiesabilities hadbad a determined counterattack been launchedlaunched-

on

launch-
edon any part of the linOlinline.lineline.-

The

lin-
net

. -

*

The late afternoon and night were spent inin-

consolidating

u-

nconsolidated

in-

consolidating

u-

nconsolidated

in-

consolidating

u-

nconsolidatedconsolidating all along the division front , whichwhich-

on

whic-

hon the evening of October 17th , ran from around thethe-

south

T-
heo

the-
I

thei-

r
the-

south

T-
heo I!.

south and east sides of AbreAbeAbreAbe GuernonGuenon generally parallelparallel-

to

parall-
elto La GateauCateau--lbreCateaulbreChateauElbeCateau--AbreCateauAbreChateauAbe--Acre GuernonGuenon Road crossing that roadroad-

just

read-

just

road-

i

roa-

d.' justi ustbust north of Advantage Farm and again parallel toto-

it
t-

it/(11)11( ) O'RyanORyanRyanO'Rya-
nBattle
ORyan-
Battle

' ' it on the west side.side. (11)11(11-
)Battle

11-
Battle

(11)-

Orders

11-
Orders

( il )

Battle Map
Orders for renewal of attack at 5:20520: nextnext-

morning

ext-

orting
next-

morning

ext-

ortingmorning'worningworning--morningworming.-"-'

.
( OctoberOc toberTiber 18th ) came through that evening.eveningevening.-

14

evening-

14

even 1ng.1ng1ng.-

14

1ng-

14

.
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For this attack the 107thl07th was to leao-frogleaofroglean-frogleanlao- the 108thlOath108th-

and

lOath-

and

loath-

ed

108th-

andand become the assault.assault. The 2d3d Battalion 106thl06th waswas-

merged

wa-

gered

was-

merged

wa-

gered

was-

merzed

wa-

geredmergedmerzedMerced withwi th the 2d3d Battalion 105thl05th to form one command.commandcoarnand.coarnandcoirnand.coirnandCanaancoinedcommand-

.At

coarnand.-

At

coirnand.-

At

command-

ant

Cana-
da

coine-

d
.

At 5:205205 : O , October 18th , under cover of ourour-

barrage

for-

bearance

our-

barrage

for-

bearance

our-

barrage

for-

bearancebarrage , the line started out , the 107thl07th passingpassing-

through

pas-
sing

passing-

through

pas-
sing

passing-

through

pas-
singthrough the 108th.108thl08th.l08th. Stubborn resistance was met fromfrom-

both

frog-

mouth

from-

both

frog-

mouth

from-

both

frog-

mouthboth La Roux Farm anda.nd. JoncJon dedeer}/erer/
'
*!er Farm.Farm. LaLa.. Roux FarmFa.rmFarm-

gave

Forg-

ave

Fa.rm-

gave

Farm-

able

Farm-

gave

Forg-

ave

.

gave the left considerable trouble.trouble. However , afterafter-

several

after-

shave
after-

several

after-

shave
after-

several

after-

shaveseveral attempts , it was taken by the 1st BattalionBattalion-

with

Battali-
on

Battalion-

with

Battali-
on

Battalion-

with

Battali-
onwith the aid of patrols envelorenvelouinenveloninenvelopenveloping> in ;??> ' the left.left. On thethe-

right

he-

ight
the-

right

he-

ight
the-

right

he-

ightright of the brigade section , JoncJaneJon de iferperlifer: er Farm offeredoffered-

stubborn
off-

ered
offered-

stubborn
off-

ered
offered-

stubborn
off-

eredstubborn resistance.resistance. However , attacksa.ttacks. from bothboth-

105th(12)12( ) GeneralGeneral-
Ward
Gene-
ral
General-
Ward
Gene-
ral

105thl05th and 107th forced its surrender.surrender. (12)12(12)-

On

12-
On

(12)-
Ward

12-
Ward

( )

WardWard-
Memoirs
Wa-
rden
Ward-
Memoirs
Wa-
rden
Ward-
Memoirs
Wa-
rdenMemoirs On the 53d Brigade sector , the 105thl05th105th-

encountered

l05th-

encountered

105th-

encounteredencountered fairly heavy resistance fromfroafro( isolatedisolated-

machine
isol-

ated
isolated-

machine
isol-

ated
isolated-

machine
isol-

atedmachine guns east of Atre.brebreArebare. GuernonGuenon and also fromfrofrom-

points

Fre-

mont
from-

points

Fre-

mont

nn-

points

p-

ointspoints in the sector to its right.rightright.-

The

rig-
ht

right.-

30th

right-

30th

right.-

The

rig-
ht

.

The 30th Division , due to a delay by thethe-

division

tel-

evision

the-

division

tel-

evision

the-

division

tel-

evisiondivision on itsit right , lost contact withwtth the 27th27th-

Division.

27th-

Division

27th-

Division.

27th-

Division

27th-

Division.

27th-

DivisionDivision.Division. So that the 105thl05th , now on JoncJon de HexMerMierMereMaierHex-

Ridge

He-

ritage

Me-

rRidge

Me-

riden

Mie-

rRidge

M-

eridenRidge , refused itsits-ititsrightinsight$-_ right by extending its line alongalong-

the

elong-

ate
,,11,-

1the
1-

the
')

the AcreAeA e GuernonGuenon Road, facing southeast.southeast. To relieverelieve-

this

eleven-

ths
relieve-

this

eleven-

ths
relieve-

this

eleven-

thsthis situation , a company of engineers from divisiondivision-

reserve
divi-

sion
division-

reserve
divi-

sion
division-

reserve
divi-

sionreserve was sent forward and took position nearnear-

Advantage

near-

Advantage

near-

AdvantageAdvantage Farm.FarmFarm-

.During

FarFar-

During

Fe-

aturing

Farm-

.During

.

During the day , it became evident that thethe-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy was fighting a rear guard action and that hishis-

defense

mi-

sdeems

his-

defense

mi-

sdeems

his-

defense

mi-

sdeemsdefense was weakening.weakening . So the rest of the day concon-co-

nsisted

co-

nsisted

co-

nsisted

¬-

sistedsited mostly of local combatsoombats with isolated machinemachine-

15-15-15-15-

For

15-

For

-



guns and snipers.snipers. NumoerrofNurnoertofNu'noerrofNunoerrofNumerousMourner' prisoners were takenta.kentaken-

throughout

ta.ken-

"throu

taken-

throu
tak-

en
taken-

throuthout

.

"throuthrouthou"throughoutthrouthout:houtshout the day.day. AmongA lon2?:
' ttL1esetae.etaeeteeeee.

,:: weiewerewee manyulanylianyulanlitany, GermanG.erma.ngerima.ngerimanGerma-

nmarines

Gran-

aries
G.erma.-

nmarines

Germi-

nations

gerima.-

nmarines

.
.

marines , theirthetrtheater officers wearinwearin'wePrinwearingweeping ',':, snappysnaP"9YsnaP9Ysnarnysmarmy" creamCre3-ffiCre3ffiff- coloredcolored-

uniforms

coord-
inators

colored-

uniforms

coord-
inators

colored-

uniforms

coord-
inatorsuniforms and overcoats.overcoats . The line halted for thethe-

night

he-

ight
the-

night

he-

ight
the-

night

he-

ightnight in position generally along thetheBaznelhenbane(''BaznelBaznelBane'BaznelL-

'la

Baznel-

Lla

Ban-
e

'BasnelBaselBasnel-

MazingheiN

.

L'laLlaLilaMazinghe1MazingheiNMalingering' z i n gh e in{:; RRoad.RoadRoad-

.During

Reas-

suring

Road-

.During

Reas-

suring

o ad.adad-

.During

ad-

juring

.

During the night orders came in that allall-

units

alu-

mni
all-

uni

alu-

mni

all-

units

alu-

mniunitsuniZuni ts would 'oushoushgushpush' forward at an early hour nextnext-

morning

ext-

orting
next-

mornins

ext-

ortions

next-

morning

ext-

ortingmorningmorninsmornings in extended-orderextendedorderextended-oror- er formation.formationformation.-

On

formatio-

n
.

On the left , the 107th started out patrolspatrols-

at

patro-
lsat 3:00300: AM of the 19th , followed by the rest of thethe-

regiment

th-

erein
the-

regiment

th-

erein
the-

regiment

th-

ereinregiment and advanced with little opposition to thethe-

heights

he-

adlights

the-

heights

he-

adlights

the-

heights

he-

adlightsheights overlooking the St.St. Maurice River.River. The 108thlOath108th-

came

lOath-

came

loaths-

ome

108th-

camecame up shortly afterwards.afterwardsafterwards.-

On

afterwar-
ds

.

On the 105thl05th--106thl05th106th105th--106th105th--106th sectorseatorsenator more ground hadhad-
xu

h-
ad

hadM-

Ma(1

hadM-

Ma1
had-

tea.
ha-

dex/uxuMMa(1MMa1-tea.tea.teaMMa(-

1to
MMa-

1to
-tea.-

to te-at
*/ <(ii-

to
.

to be covered and the resistance moreitlOreGilmore determined.determineddetermined.-

They

determi-
ned

eterminedetermine .
A1\1A-

They

T-

hey
1-

They
\

They moved out about 5005:00;: AilAMTI , engaging as they went ,

isolated enemy groups.groups. In extended-orderextendedorder- formationformation-

these

format-
ion

formation-

these

format-
ion

formation-

these

format-
ionthese groups were one by one cleaned out.outout-

.It

out-

fit

out-

.It

out-

fit

out-

.It

out-

fit

.

It was expected that stout resistance wouldwould-

be

woul-

dI

wou-

ldbe met in the vicinity of North Chimney Farm.Farm. SoSo-

the

So-

othe
.

J - - '

I :;" ! . 'thethehe advance/ofadvanceofadvanceofitadvance /ofitofitfit/1./1.1-

.proved

1-

proved

,

,

.ofof.,

;
_ ../

)"
,
},' it was made most cautiously.cautiously. All thisthis-

proved

tip-

toed
this-

proved

tip-

toedproved unnecessary as the place was taken withoutwithout-

opposition.

without-

opposition.

without-

opposition.opposition.opposition . The enemy had evacuated two hours before.beforebefore.-

Two

befo-
re

before.-

Two

befo-
re

before.-

Two

befo-
re

.

Two wounded Americaner1canL prisoners had been left onon-

stretchers.

ho-

mestretches

on-

stretchers.

ho-

mestretches(13)13( ) GeneralGeneral-
Ward
Gene-ral
General-
Ward
Gene-ral

stretchers.stretchers. (13)13i3)i3(13)-

On

13-
On

(13)-
Ward

13-
Ward

( i3)-

On

i3-
On

)

WardWard-
Memoirs
W-
arden
Ward-
Memoirs
W-
arden
Ward-
Memoirs
W-
ardenMemoirs On resuming the advance , machine-gunmachinegun- firefiref-

rom

fore-

front

firef-

rom

fore-

front

firef-

rom

fore-

frontfrom the St.St. Maurice area held the line for a while.whilewhile.-

Combat

while.-

Oombat

while.-

Oombat

.

, CombatOombat patrols pushed forward and locatedlooatedlooted these.thesethese.-

16

these-

16

.

-16-16-16-

(13)

1-

613

16-

guns

-



A platoon of our machine guns was now up and8nd fromfrom-

positions

pro-

positions

from-

positions

pro-

positions

from-

positions

pro-

positionspositions in the cupola of the barn was able totoiveolive)ive'ive-ivedive'ive-

much

ive-

much

over-

much

'- ive-

much

over-

much

ive-

much

over-

muchmuch assistance.assistancesi8tance.si8tancea . So byb y 2:002002C0:: PICPICOF :
, : , the rishtrightgrist was onon-

q
o-

n1\11-

(14)
1-

14
q 1\,

(14)14( ) General 7/ard7ardWardlardWard-
1.emoirs

Ward-
1emoirs

'*lard-
L

lar-
d

/ its objectiveobjectiv.e
.

ir.iriti . orolonp-ationorolonpationrolongationprolongationoolongaction- of the 10thlO $ th line.line. (14)14(14)-
Llemoirs

14L-
lemoirs

(14)-

On

14-
On

( )

Llemoirs1.emoirs1emoirsLemursL.:emoiremir s
On the ni.htnihtnightni .:_;ht of October 19--Oth19Oth19Oth19-4Oth4OthGoth19-19- :- ;: OthGoth , the 107thl07th107th-

went

l07th-

went

107th-

wentwent back into support.supportsupport.-

During

sup-
port

support.-

DurinG

sup-
port

support.-

During

sup-
port

.

During the day ofo the 20th , no furtherfurther-

general

furthe-

rance
further-

genere1

further-

general

furthe-

rancegeneralgenere1 advancea vance was madewadem: de althoughalthouh, ;_, active patrollingpatrolling-

was

patrolli-
ngwas ordered carried out across the 3t.3tSt.St. llauriceauriceLaurieMaurice:

,
: ur ice RiverEiverEverRiver-

and

Riv-
era

Eiver-

and

Rever-

end

River-

and

Riv-
eraand to the Basuel-CatilBasuelCatilEasuel-CatillonEasuelCatillonasuel-Catil.lOnasuelCatil.lOnBaselCattilyEaselCarillonCastillo- ] . n Road.RoadRoad.-

We

Roadw-

ay

Road.-

We

Roadw-

ay

Road.-

We

Roadw-

ay

.
r

We had been notified the ninip ht before thatthat-

we

thaw-

edwe were to be relieved the ninight;ht of kO-21stkO21st20-21st20- by thethe-

71st

the-

71st

the-

71st71st British Brigade.BrigadeBri6ade.Bri6ade . The advanced nartypartyHartyarty from thattha.tthat-

outfit
tha.-

toutfit

that-

outfit

.

outfit reported at 107thl07th Headquarters that afternoonafternoon-

and

afterno-
onand urtilur.ti1urti1untilcurtail. dark most of our time was orivensivengivenforgivensven( to them forfor-

assistance

fo-

rensics
for-

a.ssjstance

for-

assistance

fo-

rensicsassistancea.ssjstanceassjstance. in reconnaissance.reconnaissancereconna.issance.reconnaissance.-

I

reconna.issance.-

I

reconnaissanc-
e

. .

I was relieved about 8:00800: PM , and proceededproceeded-

to

proceed-
edto AbT2AAbr.-----Abr-.Fabe-rAbr.GuernonArguer.---- GuernonGuenon , there to gather togethertogetherr the variousvarious-

detachments

various-

detachments

various-

detachmentdetachmentsdetachment, of my companycOUJpenycoupec o panypanky, andend move backbaclbal{ to BusiBusBusieny.BusienyBunsenBusieny.-

There

Bus igny.ignypigmyigny-

.There

dino-

theres

;ny.nyny-

.There

an-

ywhere

.

There were captured 48 officers and 1,46314631,463-

othftr

1463-

othftr

1,463-

oth.r
1463-

othr
1,463-

other

1463-

other

,

othftroth.rothrothertheft. ranks.ranksranks.-

Our

ran-
ks

rankranks.-

Our

ran-
ks

s .

Our losses totalledtotaled 194 killed and 1,28912891,289-

wounded.

1289-

wounded

1,289-

wounded

1289-

wounded

,

(15)15( ) O'RyanORyanRyan0O'Ot' Ryan ,
*- wounded.wounded., (15)15(15)-

pp
15-

pp
( )

pp 383-384383384-
CRITICISMORITICISBRITICISMCRITICISM-

In

ORITICIS-

In

Criticis-
m

Criticizi-
ngIn considering the enormity of these operaopera-opera-

tions

opera-

tions

opera-

tions

¬-

tionsions , I must confess my inability at criticism beyondbeyond-

seemingly

beyond-

seemingly

beyond-

seeminglyseemingly small details.details. I was associated with a.aa-

.very

a-

very

a-

.very

a-

very

.,

very small cog in a very large wheel.wheelwheel.-

17

wheel-

17

.

-17-17- 17-

(14)

1-
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17-

A
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(1)1( ) From early OctooerOctober until ;:oinoi:1-oi:1oi1'oincoin'oi:1intooi1into: -
:' intointo-

positions
inte-

rpositions

into-

positions
inte-

rpositions

into-

positions
inte-

rpositionspositions nearnea.r. Busi2usiBus:,gu d mynynny , the 106thl06th InfantryInfnntry was roadroad-

marching

reat-

taching
road-

I

roa-

d

road-

marching

reat-

taching
I

marching: in reserve of someBomeBiome nature.naturena.ture.. . NeverthelessNevertheles ,

theiethel'etheletherethee' never was a day or ni.-htni.htnihtni,7htni7htnightni ,
.-:-htht- vhenwhenhen: it was free fromfro-

martillery

for-
matively

from-

ar

fro-
m

fro-
martillery

for-
mativelyartilleryar till er y fire.firefir e . ThisTh i satat timest i ;,11, e s was mostroost({lO S tinintenseinteiiset en seanandand-

took

hand-

book

and-

took

hand-

book

dd-

took

t-

ook vi:1vi1:took aa.. continuous toll of lives.YInlivesYInliveslives.lives. V = TZ some cases'asesasesoasesapses' ititI-

WES

ci-

ties

itI-

W&S

it-

was

vi-

tasIW&S
IWESwasWES& possible to feed men only by their dashing-dashingdashingin;

- inin-

j

in-

I

n-

j

min-

ij
I! small groups from cover of houses or other cover toto-

i

to-

j

toi-

l

t-
o

i

ji\ the kitchen and back to cover between bursts.burstsburBblurb ts.ts. TheTi-leTileTileTh-

erolling

Th-

rilling
Til-

erolling

To-

lerating

Til-

erolling

To-

lerating

-

rolling kitchenki tchenchen in some cases wasW8.8W88. located in somesom-

ecentral

sen-

escent
som-

ecentral

sen-

escent
som-

ecentral

sen-

escentcentral farmfa.rm. yardyaryard or similarsimi13.rsimi13r. location.location . The kitchenkitchen-

personnel
kit-

chen
kikitchen-

personnel
kit-

chen
tchenchentchen-

personnel

cha-
peronepersonnel on tnesethesetense occasions did their duty mostmost-

admirably.

most-

admirably.

most-

admirably.admirably.admirably .

Along with the other discomforts incidentincident-

thereto
inci-

dent
incident-

tbereto
inci-

dent
incident-

thereto
inci-

denttheretotbereto , this'this'{' ho2hash3.h3. .certainlycertainly.\
. . _nl.ynlyonly. a , shakingsh kin3'kin3' effect on troopstroops.troopsi-

i
troop-

s

.
ii

(2)2( ) UnitsUniUnix ts from the size of battalion downdown-

became

dow-

nbeat

down-

became

dow-

nbeat

down-

became

dow-

nbeatbecame lost in taking positionsDositions the ni =htTht before andand-

at

anda-

nte

and-

at

anda-

nte

and-

at

anda-

nte the . 'iKroiKroTrobiroTroyIr' * ' battalions of the ri--htrihtri'hrihrichri ', -htt "at jump-off.jumpoff.jumpoff.Iroff- 'oo ?_-°: supportsup"Oort-sup"OortsupOortsupnort-supnortsupport-

ing

sup"Oor-

ting

supOort-

ing

support-

ing

supnort-

ing

support-

ing

¬-

ingKing regimentregiRegis entKent were almost hopelessly broken up in goingzoingzinggoing-

into

origin-

ator

zoing-

into

origin-

ator

going-

into

origin-

atorinto position.position. The other lost the direction of attackattack-

in

attacki-

ngin the earlyea.rly. stages.stages. A dark night , mist and smokesmok-

econtributed

smok-

econtributed

smok-

econtributedcontributed largely to this.this. Companies of the leftleft-

assault

Le-

ftists
left-

assault

Le-

ftists
left-

assault

Le-

ftistsassault regiment had like difficulty in the crossingcrossing-

of

crossin-
gof the river.river.

(3)3( ) All units in this attack showed aa-

thorough

t-

horough

a-

thorough

t-

horough

a-

thorough

t-

horoughthorough appreciation of the need for flank protecprotec-protectprotec-

tion

protec-

tion

protec-

tion

¬-

tionion , mopping up and contact with adjacentjacentaccenta troops.troopstroops.-

This

troo-
ps

troops.-

This

troo-
ps

troops.-

This

troo-
ps

.

This knowledge had been paid for mostm st dearlydear y at thethe-

Hindenburg

H-

eidelberg
the-

Hindenburg

H-

eidelberg
the-

Hindenburg

H-

eidelbergHindenburgHindenberg line , aefewset.setasfewaleeaskew.. weeks before.before.

(4)4( ) ElectricalEleotrical means of communicationcommunioation waswas-

most

war-

mest

was-

most.

war-

mest

was-

most

war-

mestmostmost.most.rellable.. unreliable.unreliablerellable.rellablereliable. In the right sector , one line fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe regiment forward was kept open a fair part of thethe-

time.

tea-

time

the-

time.

tea-

time

the-

time.

tea-

timetime.time. On the left ,, this seemed impossible.impossibleimpossible.-
18

impossible-
18

impossible.-
lg

impossib-
le

.
-18-18-lg-lg- 18-

(1)

1-

81

18-

(1)

1-
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-
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(5)5( ) Due totochetroche-chechetheache- great amount of enfiladeenfilade-

machinegun
enf-

ilade
enfilade-

machinegun
enf-

ilade
enfilade-

machinegun
enf-

ilademachine-gunmachinegun- fire and the open terrain , accompanyingaccompanying-

weapons

accompa-
nying

accompanying-

weapons

accompa-
nying

accompanying-

weapons

accompa-
nyingweapons could not operate to their beetbest possibilities.possibilitiespossibilities.Th-

e

possibilities.-

I

possibilities.-

J

possibilitie-

s

.

J The trench mortar proved totally inadequate in openopen-

warfare

ope-

nwork
open-

warfa.re

open-

f

ope-
n
I
f warfarewarfa.re. due to the excessive weighiweightweigh of both thethe-

mortar

tem-

porary
the-

I

thei-

rI mortar and ammunition.ammunitionunltion.unltionunctiona . After the first day , it waswas-

abandoned

wa-

istband
was-

abandoned

wa-

istband(

abandoned andan the crew givenU ivengiven rifles.riflesrifles.-
I

rifle-
s

.
I

I

(6)6( ) The , ' that "thethelithe" ,sayingsayinsayin,1sayin1, infantrymaninfantryminfantryn cancan-

always

car-

aways

Can-

alwa.ys

Car-

aways

can-

always

car-

awaysalwaysalwa.ys. take oneon more step and firefirc one more shot"shotshotllSchollshot"-

was

shot-

was

sho-
ws

shotll-

was

hollo-

ws

shot"-

was

shot-

was

sho-
ws

"

was demonstrateddemo stratedstriated to a most admirable decree.decreedegree.degreede ree.reefree. To seesee-

a

se-

aa groutgroup) of men after takingte.kintekinta.kintakintrekkingtaking. :_, '. hardhe.rdherd. punishmentDuniEhment.unichmenunichmenniche. : t finallyfinally-

neutralize

finally-

neutralize

finally-

neutralizeneutralize a, position , only to be confronted with aa-

similar

s-

imilar

a-

similar

s-

imilar

a-

similar

s-

imilar .similar problem from another point is discoura-indiscouraindiscourainr.rdiscourainrrdiscouragediscouragingdiscourainb-

eyond
discoura-

ging
discourainr.r-

beyond

discoura-
ging

?- inin-

beyond

in-

bound

:

beyond belief.belief. It seems no human could standst nd it.itit.-

In

bit-

ing

it.-

In

bit-

ing

it.-

In

bit-

ing

.

In factfa.ct. , they don'tdont' stand it.it. FoNo grouDgroupground will loneIonS'IonSlopIonS'-

rema.in

IonS-

remain

Inse-

minate

lop-

remain

love-

making

;'

remainrema.in. inactive under such ounishment.ounishmentpunishment.punishmenttiunishment.tiunishmentTunis . They willwill-

go

willo-

w

will-

go

willo-

w

will-

go

willo-

wgo either forward or back ; a word or gesturesesturevesture from oneone-

man

mone-

yman

one-

man

mone-

yman

one-

man

mone-

ymanman mimishtmi.-htmi.htmist.
"

.

"

;

"
)

-ht _
decide which way.way. Therelereere is usually , how-howhow-

ever

how-

ever

how-

ever

-

ever , some born leaderlea.der. probably unconscious of thatthat-

quality

thea-

tricality

that-

quality

thea-

tricality

that-

quality

thea-

tricalityquality , in any group.group. He may be a private , oftenoften-

this
oft-

en
often-

this
oft-

en
often-

this
oft-

enthis is the case.case. But he thinks clear and thoughthouShthouthough-

probably
tho-

ugh
thouSh-

probably

though-

probably
tho-

ughprobably never having heard of the technique of thethe-

"Estimate

the-

Estimate
h-

esitate
the-

"Estimate

the-

Estimate
h-

esitate
the-

"Estimate

the-

Estimate
h-

esitate"EstimateEstimate" of the Situation"Situation" or "Decision"Decision"Dec1sionllDec1sionll" " he unknowunknow-unknownunkno-

wingly

unkno-

wingly

unkno-

wingly

¬-

inglyjingly does just exactly these things.thingsthihgs.thihgsthrees.threesthighs. With desperationdesperation-

born

desperat-
ion

desperation-

born

desperat-
ionborn of despairdespair'' he starts doggedly forward.forward. InstinctInstinct-

of

Instin-
ctof the pack and the soldier'ssoldiers' willingness to go°;o , withwiths-

ome

lithes-

ome

withs-

oma

wid-

ths
withs-

ome

lithes-

omesomesoma one else , anywhere , decides for the rest and overover-

they

ove-

rate

over-

they

ove-

rate

over-

they

ove-

ratethey go.go.

The above scenesoeneSlovene was enactednacted* many times inin-

this

lit-

chis

in-

this

lit-

chis

in-

this

lit-

chisthis operation.operation. '

-19-19- 19-

(5)

1-

95

19.-

h

19-
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LssoOsLES6O'SLES6OSLassosLESLEOSLES6O'-

Sa

LES6O-

Sa

O :_ :' S

1.1. It ieis believed thtthRtthatthirst* modernmodeDnmolded warwax , withwith-

accurate

with-

accurate

with-

accurateaccurate lonjlonIODlonOD :_", ' ranrr.Jng-err.JngeraneeerringRenee.
- e artillerya.rtillery. fire makes necessarynecessary-

longer
neces-

sary
necessary-

loneer
neces-

sary
necessary-

longer
neces-

sarylongerloneerloner; bounds for troonstrooostrogons in deep reserve.reserve. HotorLotorPhotoLotto: trans-transtran-
sa

transO-

oh.
tra-

ns
trans-

portation

-
aOoh.OohOo-

h.porta.tion
a*;++.

portationporta.tionpotation. between areasareas-

seems

reas-

sess
of cover more distinctlydistWt-ctlydistWtctlydisttlydistcutelydistally- soacedsDacedspacedsolaceddancedsoaced-

seems

sola-
ced

sDaced-

seems

dac-
es

spaced-

of

space-

d
seems PossiPosspossible.possiblele .

s00-100010-
2.2. KnowledgeKnowled'-reKnowled'KnowledreKnowlKnow ed ' - e of ni/htnihtnihtnightni /_-htht'-}:,h t onerationoperationenervationopera t i0n includingincludinincluding-

guiding
inclu-

ding
inclincudindin :!rr-

wuid.ing

r-

ewinding

.

guidinguid1ngwuid.ingwuidingwinding. of grouosgrourosgroupsgroutsgrougroup s is most essential.essential. A thoroughthoroUThthorourrh studystudy-

of

stud-
yof the map. . p as to routero'eroe' to nnd8.nd8ndrandnd. terrainterrterra linOlin features thatth8t willwill-

be

willa-

ble

will-

be

willa-

ble

will-

be

willa-

blebe unauestionablyunquestionablyunauesunauestunguesunquiett ioneblionahlyLionelfinallyy identifiedidenidem t ifiedivied in the darkdfJ.rkdfJrk. ,, exacteXaCexact t Icnow-Icnowknow-knowMinnowIcno-

wled

Winn-

owed

kno-

wled

knowl-

edge

kno-

wled

knowl-

edge

-

led ?'ee' e as to where and when definite objects0bjects rhouldshouldrhould-

apoear

should-

appear
sho-

uld
should-

appear
sho-

uldapoearappear , certaintycerta.inty. as to the next 'novenove11ovefo.ovefoovemovefovea;' . after each ofof-

these

ot-

hers

of-

these

ot-

hers

of-

these

ot-

hersthese is reached andan comoasecom"9ascom9ascompasscompose" bearingbearinbearinr, -rr;.- accuratelyaccura.tely. readread-

and

headb-

and

read-

and

headb-

and

read-

and

headb-

andand checked , are alla.ll. worth consideration.considerationconsidera.tion.. . The writerwriter-

was

writer-

wa.s

writ-
erwaswa.s. not without this latterla.tter. sin in a oreviousprevious operationoDeration.oDerationoperation.moderation .

(3/(33(33( / ignalSignal1lal" communicationcommunica.tion. for small unitsunits--units-

below

un-
its

uniZuniunits-

below

un-
its

ts--tsts-

below

--
below the regimentregiment--byregimentby- -by mechanical meansneans appearsa.ppea.rs. . to beb-

estill

be-

stially

b-

estill

be-

stially

b-

estill

be-

stiallystill of doubtful value.value. So asa.s. not to become involvedinvolved-

in

involve-

din a technical discussion , I simply state as my opinionopinion-

the

opinion-

atethe following :

Until aa.. field wire is made strong enoughenouenough h toto-

withstand

t-
witches

to-

withstand

t-
witches

to-

withstand

t-
witcheswithstand impact of shell and rifle fire , yet lightlighte-

nough

light-

ening
lighte-

nough

light-

ening
lighte-

nough

light-

eningenough for two men to lay , I believe it is a waste ofof-

lives

o-

lives

of-

lives

o-

lives

of-

lives

o-

livesa; lives , time and effort to attempt installation andand-

maintenance.

a-
ndante

and-

maintenance.

a-
ndante

and-

maintenance.

a-
ndante. maintenance.maintenance.

When a device is invented to neutralizeneutralizee-

nemy

neutra-
lize

neutralizee-

nemy

neutra-
lize

neutralizee-

nemy

neutra-
lizeenemy radio interference and something is done toto-

absolutely

to-

absolutely

to-

absolutelyabsolutely eliminate all sets from hearing , except thethe-

one

thr-

one

the-

one

thr-

one

the-

one

thr-

oneone intended to receivereoeive it , I believe radio has possipossi-possposs-

ibilities.

poss-

ibilities

poss-

ibilities.

poss-

ibilities

poss-

ibilities.

poss-

ibilities

¬-

bilities.bilitiesabilities.

-20-20-.20-.20-.20-

LES

20-

LES6O'S

20-

LES6OS

-
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Visual\TisualTisual\ lorriesla.mpslamps. when improved.llDI'OvedllDIOvedi.nnrovedinnrovedillativeinnerved. ' Lavel-.avel.aveave:-gave,.. excellentexcellent-

possibilities.
excellent-

possibilities.
excellent-

possibilities.possibilities.possibilitiespossibilities.-

Radio

possibili-
ties

.

Radio telephony is orobably'orobablyprobably'rob blyably the comincoming ':. ' thingthin3'thin3thinthing-

but

hind-
gut

thin3'-

but

thin3-

but

thin-
but

thumb-

nut

'

but its problems
.

closely Dprallelpa.rallelparallel. those of radioradio-

telegraphy.

radio-

telegraphy

radio-

telegraphy.

radio-

telegraphy

radio-

teleVraphy.

radio-

telegraphy
'

telegraphy.telegraphyteleVraphy.teleVraphy . r'r -

4.4. The 3-inch3inch- trench mortar andFlndFind the 37-mm37mm37-rmnrmn-mn37mm-

gun

37rmn-

gun

37mm-

gun

-

gun are surelypurely auxiliary weapons anda.nd. reouirerequire conditionsconditions-

peculiar
condi-

tions
oondiJoniconditions-

peculiar
condi-

tions
tionsionstions-

peculiarpeculiar to them for results.resultsresults.C-

OrCLUSION

results.c-

orCLUSION

results.C-

OITCLUSION

.

COrCLUSIONCOITCLUSIONCollusionCOTILLIONCOrCLUSIO-

NThis

COITCLUSIO-

NThis

Collusi-
onThis operation was the final effort on thethe-

part

he-

art
the-

p8rt

the-

part

he-

artpartp8rt of a , worn out , depleted organization to drive homehome-

a

hom-

ea victory over a more tired , worn out adversaryadversaxy ; likeliket-

wo
li-

ke
liket-

wo
li-

ke
liket-

wo
li-

ketwo boxers in the final round.roundround.-

That

rou-
nd

round.-

That

rou-
nd

round.-

That

rou-
nd

.

That no replacements hadha.d. been sent sincesince-

the

sinc-
ere

since-

the

sinc-
ere

since-

the

sinc-
erethe division reachedrea.ched. FranceFrenceFence, thereby reducingreducinreducing :; itsits-

effective
di-

saffect
its-

effective
di-

saffect
its-

effective
di-

saffecteffective strength mi:nightht , with justice , call forfor-

criticism
fe-

rocities
for-

criticism
fe-

rocities
for-

criticism
fe-

rocitiescriticism in some direction.direction. Yet this waswaspurposelynurposelypurposely-purposelynurposel-

yleft

purposel-

yleft

purpos-
ely

-

left out of that column.column. Admitted , itil would seem thatthat-

regiments

har-

assments

that-

regiments

har-

assments

that-

regiments

har-

assmentsregiments of 400 men , battalions of 100 men , companiescompanies-

of

compani-

esof 25-302530- men appear below the point of effectiveness.effectivenesseffectiveness.H-

owever
effective-

ness
effectiveness.H-

owever
effective-

ness
effectiveness.H-

owever
effective-

ness
.

However , one psychologicalpsychologica.l. factfe.ctfectfet. playedpla.yed. anan-

important

un-

important

an-

importa.nt

un-

important

an-

important

un-

importantimportantimporta.nt. part.part. These samesa.me. men had lived , eaten , slept ,

trainedtra.1nedtra1ned. and marched together for two years.years. They J,J-

side

S-

ideside by side , hadhad.had.forand/or., for four AontheonthsilontheAnthemmonthsclothe been facing deathdeath-

daily.

dan-
dily

death-

daily.

dan-
dily

death-

daily.

dan-
dilydaily.daily. This resulted in a comradeship baptized by fire ,

than whichwhioh there is nothing closer.closer. The subconscioussubconscioust-

eamwork

subcons-
cious

subconscioust-

eamwork

subcons-
cious

subconscioust-

eamwork

subcons-
ciousteamwork was that of the veteran.veteranveteran.-

There

vete-
ran

veteran.-

There

vete-
ran

veteran.-

There

vete-
ran

.

There was no outside blood , the strain waswas-

pure

as-

pire

was-

pure

as-

pire

was-

pure

as-

pirepure , whichwhioh was conduciveoonducive to a strong pride in1n outfitoutfit-

as

outfi-
tsas well as the willingness to carry the torchtorohtoroth droppeddropped-

by

dropp-

ed
.

by the.the hands of their fallen comrades.comradesoomrades.oomradescomrades.-

21

comrades-

21

oomrades.-

21

oomrades-

21

.

-21-21- 21-

Tisual

21w-

.

21-

w
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At the meeting at 106thl06th Headquarters ,

described at the beginning of the narrative , when thethe-

battle
he-

atless
the-

battle
he-

atless
the-

battle
he-

atlessbattle order was issued , the Colonel asked : "AreAreII" Are therethere-

any

there-

on
there-

any

there-

on
there-

any

there-

onany questions ? It" "YesYes" , sir"sir" , said CaptainCa.pta1nCapta1n. Ireland ,

"ShallShallShall-II"Shallwe"Shall-we"ShallShallweShallower- we take any prisonerspr 1 sonersooner s ? II"I-

IPerhaps

D-

ipteransPerhaps a bit crude , but when best friendsfriends-

are
frien-

dsare killed by these same people , well , we are aptpptpt toto-

have

M-

ohave

to-

have

M-

ohave

to-

have

M-

ohavehave distorted , our codeoodeode of ethics.ethicsethios.ethiosethosethics.-

They

ethi-
cist

ethios.-

They

this-
tle

ethics.-

They

ethi-
cist

.

They had pride of outfit , they believed inin-

themselves

in-

tensives
in-

themselves

in-

tensives
in-

themselves

in-

tensivesthemselves , they believed in eacheaoh'other.eaohotherpeashootereaoh'other.-

I

eaohother-

I

peashoote-

r

' other.otherother.-

I

othe-

r

.

I thinkthink' ' it was Kipiblfcg11p)1811p18Kipibijig) * who said :

"ForFor" the strength of the packpaokpak isi s the wolf ,

And the strengthstrenstrewn th of the wolf is the pack.packpaok.paokpak. "
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.ZLESTIONS

"

.
QUESTIONSUESTIONSZLESTIONSLESIONS

1.1. RegardingRegaxdingReading the attackatta.ck. oatout of its sector byby-

the
b-

yte
by-

the
b-

yte
by-

the
b-

ytethe 2d Battalion 106thl06th Infantry , was this decision a prooerproperprooer-

one

proper-

one

propern-

essone ?

Answer : HisRisRios duty as a supporting-supportingsupporting'supportingunitsupporting-' unituniZunit was to bebe-

in

be-

gin

be-

in

be-

gin

be-

in

be-

ginin position at alla.11a11. tinestlnesti-ties.tities.ties:
- ,., render timely aid to the assaultassault-

units.

assail-
ants

assault-

units.

assail-
ants

assault-

units.

assail-
antsunits.units. The situation that confronted himhLnhL was one thattha.tthat-

called
ha-

ckled
tha.-

tcalled

tat-

tled
that-

called
ha-

ckled
.

called for a quick decision.decision. If he was to ignorelt ore this fireIlreIrefire-
J

fir-
e

fire-

and

fire-

man
. .

-- -- - - _ J<_

and attemptatteate nptpt to rDassbassAss> ass throughtrJ.routrJroutorturous. :h it , he woulifprobablywouliDrOb3blywoulwould dprobablyprobably( 4ufsufferedsuffered-

heavy

suffe-
red

ff er eded-

heavy

e-

dema '-
. - .-- -

heavy casualties.casualties. Had he resorted to coverlcoveredcover-df
-
routJesroutes andan-

dinfiltration

ad-

ministration

an-

dinfil

dan-

dified

an-

dinfiltration

ad-

ministrationinfiltrationinfilinfill tratitrait on through'.itthroughitthroughoutthrouthou hihit>
>',. it would haveLavelJ :lvelave meantme .ntnt. much loss of timetime-

and

imp-

end

time-

and

imp-

end

time-

and

imp-

endand control.control.

If he attacked this position and v-onvonwon- it hishis-

position

dis-

position

his-

position

dis-

position

his-

position

dis-

positionposition then was such thatinthetinhatingheating, casecsse of counterattackcountera.tt.ckcounterattck. .? , on thethe-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reonfront of the assaultassa.ult. he could lend aid with fire power.power. IfIf-

a

F-

aa counterattack waswa.s. launchedlalffichedlatticed on the exposedexpose flanklank ofo thethe-

assault

he-

adsail
the-

assa.ul

he-

adsail

the-

assault

he-

adsailassaultassa.ulassaul. t , he was in position from which he in turn couldcould-

flank

outf-

lank
could-

flank

outf-

lank
could-

flank

outf-

lankflank attack that.thatthat.-

Believe

that.-

Believe

that.-

Believe

.

Believe decision was a correct one.one.

2.2. Was the abandonment of the 3-inch3inch- trenchtrench-

mortar

techn-

ocrat
trench-

mortar

techn-

ocrat
trench-

mortar

techn-

ocratmortar for rifles a correct move ?

Answer : The weapon is one of opportunity , requiringrequir1requiring-

high

requir-
ing

requiring-

high

requir-
ing

gg-

high

h-

ighhigh angle fire at obscure targets.targets. Equipped with rifles itit-

would

tw-

ofold

it-

would

tw-

ofold

it-

would

tw-

ofoldwould seemBeemBeen that assistance from this small graupgrapegroupgrQgar ' would bebe-

negligible.

B-

engali
be-

negligible.

B-

engali
be-

negligible.

B-

engalinegligible.negligible . However , the units were much depleted and everyevery-

working

over-

working

every-

working

over-

working

every-

working

over-

workingworking rifle was a help.help. Furthermore , there was smallsmal-

llikelihood

small-

11kelihood

smal-

llikelihoodlikelihood11kelihood of trenchtrenoh mortar targets.targets. When targets werewere-

located

era-

dicated

were-

located

era-

dicated

were-

located

era-

dicatedlocated , mostly machinemaohine guns , they were definitedefinit and five oror-

six

o-

rs
or-

six

o-

rs
or-

six

o-

rssix bullets couldoouldGould get there more accuratelyacourately than trenchtrenoh mortarmortar-

33

mortar-

a3

mortar-

23
! i

-33-33-a3-a3-23-23- 33-
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23r-
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23-

r
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